One of my favourite
female voices of the
last four years be-
longs to New Yorker

Sybil, who shot to
(fame in 1989 with a
| beautiful version of
the = classic song
“Don’t Make Me
Over”, after which
she was promptly
signed up by Pete Wa-
terman for the PWL
label.

She now has a second
PWL album in the shops
entitled “Good N Ready”’
featuring her four recent
hits. The first of these
“Make It Easy On Me”
.grossly under-achieved
in chart terms, but “The
Love I Lost” and “When
I'm Good and Ready”
both made up for this by
reaching the Top Five.

One of the album’s
highlights is the nine
minute “Jewels and
Stone Mix” of the latter,
with its thundering

rhythm and digital trick-

ery. Sybil’s cover of Lon-
nie Gordon’s 1990 hit
“Beyond Your' Wildest
Dreams” also appears.

. After waiting four
years for New Order to
follow up their excellent
“Technique” - album I
was - ‘expecting great
things, but was some-
what disappointed with

the latest album entitled

“Republic”.

Not only did Stephen
Hague co-produce the al-
bum with the band, but
he also co-wrote all the
songs with them. How-
ever, apart from the
smash hit “Regret” and
the haunting, uptempo
“Young Offender” there
are very few new or in-
spired ideas. Most tracks
begin with promise but
fail to take off.

The same cannot be
said for Janet Jackson’s
third major album re-
lease, simply called ‘“‘Ja-
net”. It seems that the no-
torious production duo
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of Jimmy Jam and Terry
Lewis are concentrating
most of their efforts on
Janet’s work these days.

They have written and
produced all the tracks
in collaboration with Ms
Jackson, except for
“What’ll I Do” on which
she worked with Jelly-
bean.

Apart from the sum-
mer hit “That’s The Way
Love Goes” the early
tracks on this 75-minute
CD -are all hot dance
floor numbers - the best
being “This Time” fea-
turing an opera solo by
Kathleen Battle, and
“Throb” with its great
sax- sound. The later
tracks slow right down
into some classic ballads
and extravagant produc-
tion work.

There is also a hidden,
“secret” track tagged on
to the end of the disc, so
don’t switch off too soon!
This is certainly one of
the albums of the year.

One of the most ac-
claimed singers of the
last three years has been

~ Chris Isaak whose sec-

ond album “San Francis-
co Days” is highly rec-
ommended. It is an al-
bum created in the old
fashioned mode of 12 cat-
chy songs lasting less
than 45 minutes, and

they were nearly all com- -

posed by Chris himself.

He has a terrific voice,
heavily influenced and
trained on the style of
Roy Orbison, althogh he
cannot quite sustain the
almost operatic “highs”
of Orbison. He comes clo-
sest on “Two Hearts”
which is a really catchy
mid-paced song and cer-
tainly my favourite
among these tracks.

1 also like the moody
“5.15” with its haunting

rhythm, and the hig sin- -

gle “Can’t Do A Thing To
Stop Me” which again is
another downbeat song.

Bob Woodhead

Sybil, who shot to fame with/“Don"t Make Me Over.”




