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Janet Jackson’s latest album has broken records in
America.

The ‘““‘Rhythm
Nation” album by
Janet Jackson (pic-
tured above) has
broken records in
America where it
has spawned no less
than seven Top 5
hit singles, four of
them climbing to
No 1. Her record
company are ru-
moured to be mix-
ing two more tracks
for single release
and I hope that one
of them will be the
awesome ballad
“Somebody Is to-
night” which fea-

tures Herb Alpert

on trumpet.

In this country the top
selling LP of 1990 was
Madonna’s “Immacu-
late Collection”, the top
CD was “The Very Best
of Elton John” and the
top tape was “In Con-
cert” by The Three
Tenors, but as you will
see from the list below
Phil Collins pipped
them to the post on the
basis of combined sales!
The highest placed *“Var-
ious Artists’’ album
would have been “Now
18 at No 8 had these
been included in the cal-
culations.

Janet Jackson’s pro-
ducers, Jimmy Jam and
Terry Lewis, have been
working hard on the lat-
est project by Alexander
O’Neal, and they have
come. up with another
masterful album entitled
“All True Man”. They
composed and produced
most of the tracks — the
first six featuring a
heavy dance-groove sim-
ilar 1n style to Janet’s

‘music. The best of these

is the melodic “Every
Time I Cet Up”. The
final six cuts are taken in
a slower vein performed
in a sophisticated style
which is often referred
to as “Bedroom Soul”.
Three of these numbers
are truly outstanding,
namely “Sentimental” a
smooth, tuneful ballad,
“What Is This Thing
Called Love?” sung in a
mid-tempo groove, and
“The Morning After” a
ballad featuring some
exquisite orchestration.
Among the backing sing-
ers are Karyn White, fa-
mous for her hit “I’'m
Not Your Superwoman”
and Lisa Keith who fea-
tured so prominently on
Alexander’s last album
“Hearsay”.

Telstar’s “Deep Heat”
series of dance albums
shows no sign of declin-
ing, as a listen to “Vol-

ume 9 — Ninth Life”” will
illustrate. Apart from re-
cent chart-hits like the
Farm’s ‘“All Together
Now”, Blue Pearl’s “Lit-
tle Brother” and “My
Definition’” by the
Dream Warriors, there
are some really classy
club sounds like “Slow
Down” by 2 Tuff, “Feel
The Groove” by Car-
touche, and “The Way
That We Flow” by Up-
front Posse - all of them
very creative with tune-
ful rhythms.

Castle Communica-
tions have released a
Triple CD in an attrac-
tive boxed-package enti-
tled “Perfect Harmony”
by the Everly Brothers.
Admirers of Don and
Phil’s music will find it
hard to resist this set
which features their 60
best recordings spanning
a 32 year period. All the
hits  are here from
“Wake Up Little Susie”
to “All I Have To Do Is
Dream”, from “Devoted
To You” to “Walk Right
Back’, and from
“Crying In The Rain” to
“Love Is Strange”. Fur-
ther more, there are
some lesser known num-
bers from their solo ca-
reers spanning the years
1973 to 1983, and a se-
lection of their modern
recordings which fol-
lowed their triumphant
reunion concert at the
Albert Hall.

Another album of hits
that I strongly recom-
mend is “They Write
The Songs” featuring 18
of the best compositions
of Burt Bacharach and
Hal David - all of them
standing the test of time.
This is hardly surprising
when you look down the
list of vocalists who in-
clude Dionne Warwick,
Dusty Springfield, San-
die Shaw, Luther Van-
dross and the Stylistics.
This CD provides per-
fect relaxing listening
after a hard day’s work!

These were the Top
Selling Albums of 1990:
1 But Seriously (Phil
Collins)

2 Immaculate Collec-
tion (Madonna)

3 In Concert ( Car-
reras, Domingo & Pa-
varotti)

4 The Very Best of
Elton John

5 Soul Provider (Mi-
chael Bolton

6 Essential Pavarotti
(Luciano Pavarotti)

7 Only Yesterday
(Carpenters)

8 Sleeping With The:
Past (Elton John)

9 Serious Hits . . . Live
(Phil Collins)
10 Listen Without Prej-
udice (George Michael)
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