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Gcrry and The Pacemakers Top of the pops in
the 60s.

1As this is the time of year when people are
contemplating which records to spend their

' gift tokens on [ thought I would concentrate

on some of the pre-Christmas *‘blockbuster”
releases that I could not fit into the column
beforehand.

Of course 1 have to begin with the sensational
“gteatest hits compilation by Madonna Whth is justi-
fiably entitled *The Immaculate Collection.” Although
the album was only released in mid-November it

“'managed to top the million-sales figure by Christmas to

become the second best-selling album of 1990 behind
“But Seriously™ by Phil Collins. Had the year been a

- few weeks longer Madonna's album would have been

the top seller.

At the time of writing she is No. | in the LP Chart for
the ninth successive week which is the record for a
female artist.

The 17 tracks run chronologically from her first hit
“Holidav in January 1984 through to the brand new
song “Rescue Me” and are Madonna’s own personal

_selection of her favourite hits. In fact she has omitted’
two of her seven chart-toppers, namely “True Blue”

and the rather banal *“Who's That Girl.” The omission
of “True Blue” is my only-criticism of the:album. Many
of the tracks have been given a new life and appeal
thanks to some innovative re-mixing and this is very
evident on “Like A Prayer” with the addition of a
fabulous. punchy bassline that is guaranteed to lift your
dancing feet from beneath the armchair!

Elton John's double-CD **The Very Best Of.
would probably have been the No.2 best-seller of 1990
behind Madonna, had the year lasted a week or two
longer, as his album has been selling nearly as many as
hers every week since its release. Elton’s first hit was
“Your Song™ exactly 20 years ago, and all his major hits
since that time are included on the set, most of them
running chronologically again.

“In my opinion Elton reached his artistic peak in the
1974-75 period when he relcased a string of lavishly-
produced ballads featuring Beach Boy-type harmonies,
like “*Candle In The Wind" (his tribute to Marilyn
Monroc), “Don’t Let The Sun Go Down On Me" and
the spine-tingling “Somcone Saved My Life Tomght
which is my personal favourite.

Telstar Records have come up with another master-
ful compilation of hits on a Triple-CD, scllm%_for £19,
featuring **60 Number Ones Of The Sixties.” The great
sdlection of tracks includes “You've Lost That Lovin’
Feelin® ™ by the Righteous Brothers which recently
became the first recording to reach the Top Ten on
three entirely separate occasions.

Other highlights include “Go Now” by the Moodf'
Blues “Blackberry Way" by the Move, “I'll Never Fall
ln Love Again” by Bobbie Gentry, the risque “Je
T!Aime” by Jane Birkin, and the bouncy *I Like It by

Gerry and The Pacemakers who included the Bognor
ngls Centre on their hst of venues for their Silver
Jubilee Tour.

By reaching No.l two days bdm istmas w;th
“Saviours Day" Cliff Richard booked his place in pop-
history, having now had No.1 singles in five different
decades, starting in the Fifties. He was toppled after
only a single week by Iron Maiden's “heavy-metal”

offering - *Bring Your Daughter To The Slaughtér”"
which spent a fortnight at the summit. The “In Con-

cert” album by Pavarotti, Domingo and Carreras has

bgcome the first classical long-player to sell one million

in the UK, and concluding the column where I began

(with Madonna) - the New Kids On The Block equalled

her record of 8 Top Ten hits in a year. However in'the

case of the Queen of Pop all eight records reached thc

Top Five (in 1985)!

" These were the Top Selling Singles of 1990:

ll Unchanged Melody (Righteous Brothers).

3 Nothmg Compares 2 U (Sinead O’ Connor)
Sacrifice (Elton John).

Ice Ice Baby (Vanilla Ice).

Killer (Adamski).

Show Me Heaven (Maria McKee).

Dub Be Good To Me (Beats International).

8.Yogue (Madonna).
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. 9. ‘World In Motion (England/New Order)
: I0gThe Power (Snap‘)
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