Record review

Highs an
lows in
the year

Looking back at the music of 1990 the
year will be remembered as a vintage one
for dance records, particularly on the sin-
gles scene.

However, it was the poorest year for album releases
for a long time, and this factor coupled with the
recession led to a decline in album sales.

Many of the strongest album releases of 1989
continued to sell well in 1990, most notably “Affec-
tion” by Lisa Stansfield. “Heart of Stone” by Cher,
“Foreign Affair” by Tina Turner, “The Road To
Hell” by Chris Rea, “Labour of Love 2" by UB 40,
“Jive Bunny - The Album” and “But Seriously” by
Phil Collins which was the year’s top-seller.

Luciano Pavarotti became the first classical per-
former to have a No. | album and he repeated the feat
in the autumn with a concert recording made with
Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras. Violinist Nigel
Kennedy also enjoyed fruitful chart-runs with two
classical long-players. Generally it was the established
stars like the Beach Boys, the Carpenters, Dusty
Springfield, George Michael, and Belinda Carlisle
who performed best in the LP charts.

The year’s best-selling single by a comfortable
margin was “Unchained Melody” by the Righteous
Brothers, who are Bill Medley (left of picture) and
Bobby Hatfield, although in reality the song is a solo
performance by Hatfield.

The recording was first released in the late summer
of 1965 when it reached No. 14 and it was re-issued in
the autumn of 1990 after being featured in the smash
hit movie “Ghost.” When it reached No. I in October
the Righteous Brothers created pop history by endur-
ing the longest wait between No. | hits. They waited
nearly 26 years between “You've Lost That Lovin’
Feelin™” and “Unchained Melody.”

Apart from this record, the year saw many other old
songs successfully revived by today’s artists as the list
of chart-toppers below will illustrate. There is an ever-
increasing, perhaps unhealthy trend towards this
now, but it is counter-balanced by the exciting array
of new talent on the dance-music scene.

Many of the year’s greatest 45s were created by
artists who were unknown to the masses 18 months
ago, like the brilliant Euro-Rap outfit Snap!, Adam-
ski, Bizz Nizz, Steve V, Movement 98, Electribe 101,
the 49ers, Innocence and technotronic whose master-
ful “Pump Up The Jam” album includes four smash
hit singles.

The Belgian outfit also enjoyed success with a
“Megamix™ which featured clips from all four hits.
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The Righteous Brothers: Making history in 1990.

Many of the sounds created by these exciting new
bands can be heardon the “Deep Heat™ and “Now
Dance™ series of compilation albums.

Established favourites continued to perform well
last year, particularly Madonna who stretched her
lead as the most successful female artist of all-time
when “Vogue™ became her seventh No. I, and Elton
john who scored his first solo No. 1 ever when
*“Sacrifice™ reigned supreme for five weeks in the
summer.

Although the Housemarting split up at the end of
1987 their two spin-off groups Beats International
and Beautiful South both reached the top spot, while
New Kids On The Block took over from singers like
Kylie Minogue and Jason Donovan as the teenage
favourites.

It I was asked to award a prize for the most
improved artist of 1990, I would have to choose Maxi
Priest whose unique brand of reggae-dance was most
appealing on “Close To You.”

These were the chart-topping Singles of 1990:

January 7: Hangin' Tough (New Kids On The
BLock) two weeks.

January 21: Tears On My Pillow (Kvlie Minogue)
one week.

January 28: Nothing Compares 2 U (Sinead O’Con-
nor) four weeks.

February 25: Dub Be Good To Me (Beats Interna-
tional) four weeks.

March 25: The Power (Snap!) two weeks.

April 8: Vogue (Madonna) four weeks.

May 6: Killer (Adamski) four weeks.

Jle(mt 3: World In Motion (England New Order) two
weeks.

June 17: Sacrifice (Elton John) five weeks.

July 22: Turtle Power (Partners In Kryme) four
weeks.

August '19: Itsy Bitsy Teeny Weeny Yellow Polka
Dot Bikini (Bombalurina) three weeks.

September 9: The Joker (Steve Miller Band) two
weeks.

September 23: Show Me Heaven (Maria McKee)
four weeks.

O]Stober 21: A Little Time (Beautiful South) one
week.

October 28: Unchained Melody (Righteous Broth-
ers) four weeks.

November 25: Ice Ice Baby (Vanilla Ice)
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