Record review

The ever-popular George Michael (see Record Review
below).

The pre-Christmas
record boom has arrived
with the big names lining
up with new products.
Leading the pack has been
George Michael, who has
ended a three-year silence
with a superb new album
entitled “Listen Without
Prejudice.”

The ten new tracks are even
stronger than those on his first
solo album *‘Faith,” and his stat-
ure as the most successful British
artist of the 1980s does not ap-
pear to be a burden upon his still-
young shoulders. Most readers
will have already heard the Bea-
tlesque ‘“‘Praying For Time”
which has some truly outstanding
lyrics. This was a Top Ten smash
for him in August, and several
other .songs on the album are
likely to emulate that success,
particularly “Waiting For That
Day"” and “Cowboys And An-
gels.” The former is based on the
rhythm of the 1960s James
Brown record with a superb
melodic vocal and guitar arrange-
ment, while the latter is a classi-

with strings and an infectious
bass line.

One of the more pleasant sur-
prises of 1990 has been the brand
new album bv the Human League
entitled *‘Romantic?”’ The
League are now recording as a
five-piece outfit and this is their
first new -long-player for four
years, being a huge improvement
on their last offering “Crash.”
Side Two in particular sees the
band performing irresistibly
tuneful, electro sounds remini-
scent of those that established
them as a chart name in 198].
Songs like “Soundtrack To A
Generatxon “Rebound™ and

“Let’s Get Together Again” (a
great version of the Glitter Band
hit) should see them back in the
charts in the coming months.

If you are a Blues enthusiast
you will be pleased to hear that
the brilliant guitarist Robert Cray
has a new album in the shops
entitled *“*Midnight Stroll.” Un-
fortunately these new recordings
are not quite up to the flawless
standard of his last LP, but there
are enough good moments fo

. most

make this a worthwhile purchase,
notably the uplifting
“Bouncin’ Back™ and the more
moody “Move A Mountain.”

One of my favourite soul bands
of the 1980s were the British trio
of Loose Ends who recently
parted company. However, the
good news is that one of their
number, Carl Mclntosh, has de-
cided to continue working under
the name of Loose Ends on a
similar basis to Jazzie B's Soul 11
Soul set-up, with a string of
female vocalists. The new CD
“Look How Long” is exquisite,
and it sees Carl moving with the
times by introducing more con-
temporary rhythms into his
music. “Don’t Be A Fool” has
already been a big single hit, and
other tracks that really stand out
include the catchy “Time Is Tick-
ing” and the smooth ballads
“Don’t You Ever (Try To Change
Me)" and “Love Controversy
Part 1.”

Among the best of the current
batch of 1960s’ compilations are
“Thunderbirds Are Go” featur-

ing the memorable music from"

the Motion Picture and TV series
(including the Shadows version
of the *“Thunderbirds Theme”

that was used in the movie), and
“The Very Best Of The Mamas
And The Papas” featuring all
their glorious vocal hits like
“Dedicated To The One I Love,”
“*Monday Monday” and “I Saw
Her Again.”

These were the Top Selling Art-
ists of the 1980s according to
Independent Network Radio:—

Singles
1. Maddona.
2. Wham!
3. Frankie Goes To Hollywood
4. Shakin® Stevens.
5. Adam & The Ants.
6. Stevie Wonder.
7. Kylie Minogue.
8. Phil Collins.
9. Culture Club.
10. Pet Shop Boys.

Albums
. Michael Jackson.
. Dire Straits.
. Madonna.
Queen.
Adam & The Ants.
. Phil Collins.
. Eurythmics.
. Police.
Roxy Music.
0. Lionel Richie.
Bob Woodhead
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