Record review

Luton’s most fa-
mous pop-star Paul
Young, who began
his working life at the
Vauxhall car factory
there, recently issued
a brand new album
entitled /*"Other
Voices.” This new
work marks a trium-
phant return to form
for Mr. Young who
took a year off work
and then spent two
years constructing
this new package.

Considerable care was
taken in the choice of
songs which offer great va-
ricty and never a dull
moment. Paul deliberately
chose to work with several
producers on the album,
including Nile Rodgers.
and chose a mixture .of
original material and in-
spired cover-versions. The
IIisl of guest-musicians in-
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cludes Pink Floyd guitarist
Dave Gilmour, vocalist
Chaka Khan, Stevie Win-
wood and Stevie Wonder.
The pick of the tracks is
Paul’s interpretation on
the moody Chi-Lites’ song

“Oh Girl.” closely fol-
lowed by ‘“Heaven Can
Wait.”

Reggae singer Maxi

Priest has promised great
things for several vyears,
and he has finally fulfilled
that potential on the new
album “Bonafide.” The
LP features one of the
most tuneful pop songs for
a long time - “Close To
You.” which is certainly a
track that will bring back
memories of the hot sum-
mer of 1990 for a long
time. The album also in-
cludes three other tracks
that come close to this
high standard. namely the
upbeat, - uplifting “Never
Did Say Goodbye.” and
“Best Of Me.” and the
shimmering balled “Space
In Mv Heart.”” Maxi Priest
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deserves considerable
praise for bringing “Reg-
gae” .and “Lovers’ Rock™
styles to a wider audience
through his pop-orientated
approach.

1990 has been an ex-
traordinary vear from that
point of view of classical
recordings achieving suc-
cessful placings on the pop
charts. A few months ago
Nigel Kennedy’s recording
of “*Vivaldi Four Seasons™
reached No.3 in the LP
Chart to become the high-
est placed classical album
vet. but in my view his
latest chart-success featur-
ing Concertos by Bruch
and Mendelssohn and
Schubert’s Rondo in A, is
even more deserved. Nigel
made these recordings
with the English Chamber
Orchestra in 1988, but the
disc has been re-promoted
in the wake of his success
with “Vivaldi.”” His sensi-
tive interpretation of
Bruch’s Violin Concerto
No.l in G minor deserves

the listener’s full attention,
as it shows that apart from
his gymnastics on the vio-
lin he can also put deep
feeling and emotion into
his playing.

The other surprise ot
1990 was the achievement
of Italian Opera singer Lu-
ciano Pavarotti in topping
the Album chart with a
selection of his greatest re-
cordings entitled “The Es-
sential Pavarotti.” Admit-
tedly he was helped by the
use of the beautiful track
“Nessun Dorma” as the
B.B.C. World Cup Theme,
clevating the song to No.2
in the Singles chart, but
many of the other 17 re-
cordings come up to this
standard. particularly the
romantic “Caruso,” and
the excellent versions of
the popular songs “Vo-
lare” and O Sole Mio.”

These were positions 81
to 100 best-selling Albums
of the 1980s on Independ-
ent Radio:

81. Cut Both Ways (Gloria

Estefan) 1989.

82. The Lexicon Of Love
(ABC) 1982.

83. Greatest Hits, Vol 2
(Abba) 1979.

84. Rio (Duran Duran)

1982.
85. A Kind Of Magic

(Queen) 1986.

86. Street Live (Bryan
Ferry/Roxy Music) 1986.

87. Running In The Family
(Level 42) 1987. =

88. Every Breath You Take
(Police) 1986.

89. Once Upon A Time
(Simple Minds) 1985.

90. War (U2) 1983.

91. But Seriously (Phil Col-

- lins) 1989.

92. Picture Book (Slmply
Red) 1985.

93. Into The Gap (Thomp-
son Twins) 1984.

94. The Innocents (Erasure)
1988.

95. Making Movies (Dire
Straits) 1980.

96. Human’s Lib (Howard
Jones) 1984.

97. The Christians (1987)

98. The Works (Queen)
1984.

99. Slippery When = Wet
(Bon Jovi) 1986.

100. The Cream Of Eric

Cl 1987).
SRRA Bob Woodhead

by Astrid Stubbs

BOB WOODHEAD relaxes from his job
in a council legal department with a
stack of music that’s something of a
record.

Bob, former administrator in the
Chichester NALGO branch, admits to
having an “out of hours obsession —
accumulating a vast collection of re-
cords, tapes and CDs”.

He started accumulating records

and funk and my favourite band is
Level 42.”

Bob also claims to have an encyclo-
paedic mind when it comes to the music
of yesteryear and says he can accurate-
ly date a hit to its month and year.

His favourite oldies are The Beatles
and The Shadows and Bob scored a
minor personal hit last year when he
saw ThesShadows in concert in South-
ampton and went on to inteirview them
after the show.

ledge came in handy when he was
unemployed — it gave him time to
enter numerous radio competitions.

Since then he’s also persuaded his
local paper to take him on as a weekly
pop columnist.

Says Bob: “I am lucky enough to
have broad musical tastes encompas-
sing everything from rock, soul and
dance to easy listening, country and
when he was six and his huge collec- even a spot of classical — but I must
tion of music and accompanying know-  admit to.having a preference for soul

@ Beatle-fan Bob



