Sensational Dusty
1s still
oolng strongly

The Manchester
band New Order
have just released
their sixth album
which has deservedly
zoomed straight into
the charts at No.l.
They have been en-
joying hit albums
SiNnCeee 1 981 bt
“Technique” is the
band’s first chart-
topping L.P.

The nine tracks on
“Technique’ were all writ-
ten and produced by New
Order themselves. The
best songs are the two in
the middle of Side Two,
namely “Mr. Disco” and
*Vanishing Point.”

The former has a really
infectious riff and some
wonderful synthesized
keyboard production
work, while “Vanishing
Point” is a cleverly con-
structed song with a strik-
ing rhythm and good syn-
thesized production again.

The pick of the tracks on
Side One is “Love Less” a
more traditionally style
rock number with a driv-
ing guitar rhythm and a
fine melody. “Guilty Part-
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ner’ is interesting, as it has
the variation of some
Mexican style acoustic-
guitar accompaniment.

The recent Top Twenty
hit single “Fine Time”
which I personally found
disappointing, is also in-
cluded in the album.
Taken as a whole though,
my verdict on “Tech-
nique” is that it is a great
improvement on the
group’s last album of new
songs, ‘‘Brotherhood” in
1986.

Versatile

The Jive record label’s
closest rival to their soul
supremo Billy Ocean in
that musical field is
Jonathan Butler whose
third album “More Than
Friends” has just been re-
leased.

It has a dozen tracks
which demonstrates But-
ler’s ability to compose
songs in a variety of differ-
ing soul styles, as well as
his versatile vocal deliv-
ery.

My only criticism of the
record would be that
Jonathan does not always

seem to sing with much
feeling, and almost sounds
devoid of enthusiasm at
times. Nevertheless he re-
ally gives his all on the
soulful ballad ‘‘Sarah
Sarah,” a song that also
has an inspiring melody.

“It’s So Hard To Let
You Go” and “Forever”
on Side Two also stand
out, and there some good
jazzy guitar-instrumentals
that have obviously been
inspired by George Ben-
son.

The strong run of single
releases continues this
week with the sensational
‘“Nothing Has Been
Proved” by Dusty Spring-
field, written and pro-
duced by the Pet Shop
Boys.

This is undoubtedly the
record of the year so far.
Alexander O’Neil has fi-
nally got round to releas-
ing the great ‘‘Hearsay”
title-track from his album
on a 45, and it looks all set
to become the sixth hit sin-
%leP to be lifted from the

Michael Jackson holds.

the record for the most
Top forty hits to be lifted
from one album.

He has had seven hit
singles taken from
“BAD,” and is going for
his eighth with “Leave Me
Alone,” although this song
only appears on the Com-
pact Disc version as a
bonus track.

L.P. CHART
1. Technique (New Order).
2. Mystery Girl (Roy Orbi-
son).
3. The Legendary Roy Or-
bison.
4. Living Years (Mike &
The Mechanics).

5. Ancient Heart (Tanita ' .

Tikaram).

6. The Innocents (Erasure).
7. Watermark (Enya).

8. Electric Youth (Debbie
Gibson).

9. Anything For You (Glo-
ria Estefan).

10. Greatest Hits (Fleet-
wood Mac).

Bob Woodhead

Dusty Springfield and the Pet Shop Boys




