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Level 42 are
most prolific
hitmakers

My personal fa-
vourite band Level
42 have released a
collection of their
greatest hits entitled
“Level Best”.

The CD and tape ver-
sions represent very good
value for money as they
feature 18 tracks with a
playing time of 73 min-
utes, and even the LP con-
tains 14 tracks.

Level 42 began their life
on the Isle of Wight and
enjoyed their first hit
“Love Meeting Love” in
1980. They end the decade
as one of the elite group of
artists who have enjoyed a
hit single in every year of
the 1980s.

However, only one artist
has had a Top 30 hit every
year and if you know who
it is I should draw your
attention to a competition
I am running in the Christ-
mas Supplement that
comes with this edition of
the Observer.

Level 42 are now the

most prolific hitmakers for
the Polydor label having
recently notched up thei
23rd chart entry with
“Take Care Of Yourself.”

Mike Lindup (key-
boards) and Mark King
(bass) on the right of pic-
ture, are the only two orig-
inal members following
the departure of the Gould
brothers in 1987, and they
hiave recently been shaken
by the sad death of new
guitarist Alan Murphy
who played on the last
album “Staring At The
Sun.”

Murphy had previously
been with bands like Go
West and Mike And the
Mechanics and was a
highly respected musician.
Anyone who saw his ter-
-ific guitar-playing on the
-elevised Prince’s Trust
Concert in the summer
vill know why he was held
.n such high esteem. In-
deed, it speaks volumes for
Level 42 that they were
chosen to direct the con-
cert with George Martin,

and to be the backing band
for all the guest performers
from other groups.

My only criticism of
“Level Best” is the omis-
sion of “Love Meeting
Love” and “Weave Your
Spell” - two of my favour-
ites among their early hits,
but then with 23 hits to
choose from and only
space for 18 on a single
CD some faPourites had to
be missed! I was also dis-
appointed that the inferior
single versions of “It’s
Over” with distracting
slide-guitar and harmon-
ica was used in preference
to the superior version
from the “Running With
The Family” album.

Having backed “Cara-
van Of Love” which was
No. 1 the week before
Christmas 1986, and “Es-
pecially For You” which
hit the top the week after
Christmas last year, I hope
I am right in tipping Jive
Bunny And the Master-
mixers to be the No. |
single on Christmas Day

with their season offering.

My thanks to Colin Bar-
ley of Bognor who re-
minded me that Nina
Simone was the oldest
female at 54 to have a Top
5 hit. Nevertheless, Tina
Turner at 49 holds the
record for being the oldest
to hit the Top 5 with a new
recording.

LP CHART

1. ... But Seriously (Phil
Collins)

2. Affection (Lisa Stans-~
field)

3. Enjoy Yourself (Kylie
Minogue)

4. The Road To Hell
(Chris Rae)

5. The Best Of Rod Stew-
art

6. Spark To A Flame
(Chris De Burgh)

7. Addictions (Robert
Palmer)

8. Stronger (Cliff Rich-
ard)

9. Decade (Duran
Duran)
10. Ten Good Reasons
(Jason Donovan)
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