Record review__

loria’s LLP

Gloria Estefan

The  best-selling
album of the year
1989 so far is “Any-
thing For You” by
Gloria Estefan and
Miami Sound Ma-
chine.

This is.a record that
undoubtedly deserves a
belated review in this
column. It was actually
recorded in 1987 but did
not find success in the
LP chart until the very
end of last year.

This success followed
two hit smglcs “*Any-
thing For You™ the ter-
rific ballad of last sum-
mer and *"1-2-3" the

uplifting  dance track

that charted in the au-
twmn. J'these . are of
course included on the
album, together with
Gloria’s two hits from
earlner this year
“Rhythm Is Gonna Get
You” another strong
dance number and
“Can’t Stay Away From
You™ a memorable bal-
lad that was accompa-
nied by an aptly sensual
video.

I was surprised and
delighted by the strength
and depth of the remain-
ing, lesser known tracks
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on the album, and one of

which has hit single po-
tential written all over it.
The strongest of these is
undoubtedly the bouncy,
danceable opener enti-
tled “Betcha Say That”
with its rhythm and style
closely related to Diana
Ross’s “‘Chain Reac-
tion.” The next best is
“Give It Up” which is
very infectious, while
“Let It Loose” is full of
energy and “Love Toy”
has that irresistible, sin-
galong quality despite
some - banal lyrics. *‘I
Want You So Bad” is
another strong, slow
balad, while the remain-
ing track “Surrender” is
perhaps the least melo-
dic, and the one 1 like
least.

Another impressive
facet of ‘“‘Anything For
You” is the fact that
Gloria Estefan and her
band were involved in
some of the songwriting
while the production
team handled the rest.

If I was to award a
prize to the most im-
proved band of 1989 it
would have to go to the
Bangles who have
shaken off their novelty
image of being an all-
female line-up recording

such offbeat offerings as
“Walk Like An Egyp-
tian.”

They are now a far
more credible band pro-
ducing serious rock
music on their latest LP
**Everything.’’. :The
album includes “Eternal
Flame®’ which was
deservedly No.l for a
month in April, being
one of the most memo-
rable ballads of 1989.
Also featured is the more
upbeat, rocking follow-
up “Be With- You”
which has a great feel to
xt and the earher singe

“In Your Room.”

Some of the songs on
“Everything” could use
some more adventurous
and melodic ideas but
the album makes pleas-
ant listening. I found
“Complicated Girl” and
“Waiting For You,”
both pleasant, light-rock
numbers, to be the pick
of the lesser known
tracks. A strong 1960s
influence- and flavour
comes across on most of
the songs.

The pick of the cur-
rent single releases is
Swing Out Sister’s soul-
ful. summery “Where In
The World?” with its
catchy- “Sixties™ feel.

Michael Jackson’s *Li-
berian Girl” has made
history by becoming the
eighth hit single to be
lifted from one album,
namely “BAD.” If you
count s ‘4Leave :Me
Alone”” which is a bonus
track cxclusive to the
CD version of “BAD”
then Mr. Jackson has ac-
tually lifted nine hits
from it. Only “Speed
Demon’’ and ‘‘Just
Good Friends” have not
been issued on the
smaller format.

LP CHART
1 (3) A New Flame (Sim-
ply Red).
2 (1) Club Classics, Vol
One (Soul 11 Soul).
3 (6) Don’t Be Cruel
(Bobby Brown).
4 (2) Velveteen (Transvi-
sion Vamp).
5 (7) Appetite For De-
struction (Guns ’'N’
Roses).
6 (5) Ten Good Reasons
(Jason Donovan).
7 (4) Batman-Sound-
track (Prince).
8 (9) The Miracle
(Queen).
9 (8) Past Present (Clan-
nad).
10 (10) Raw Like Sushi
(Neneh Cherry).
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