Revelling in nostalgia ‘With
The Four Seasons

Taking one final
“over the shoulder”
look back at the year
of 1988, it will be re-
membered as the
centenary of
recorded sound and
the year of Irving
Berlin’s 100th birth-
day.

It was appropriate that
these two anniversaries
should have fallen together
as it was Berlin who com-
posed the biggest selling
single of all-time, “White
Christmas’® by Bing
Crosby, recorded in 1942,
The market for nostalgia
was as strong as ever in
1988; for example, the
Four Seasons were one of
many 1960s artists to
enjoy chart success with an
album of greatest hits.

Theirs was a particularly
impressive hits collection
and it should sell steadily
for years to come. Simi-
larly, Roy Orbison issued a
memorable album of hits

but sadly he suffered a
fatal heart attack in De-
cember. Before he died he
recorded a brand new LP
for Virgin Records which
will soon be in the shops.
This will include his brand
new 45 “You Got It”
which ironically is his best
song for years.

My favourite music
video of the year was “Six-
ties Mix U.K.” featuring
film of original perfor-
mances of memorable hits.
Stylus also released a ‘‘Six-
ties Mix U.S.A.”” The Hol-
lies delighted us all by
going to No. 1 with “He
Ain’t Heavy, He’s My
Brother” which originally
reached No. 3 in 1969. It
was a real pleasure to see
the group giving a “live”

erformance on “Top Of

he Pops™ - a programme
which itself has been cele-
brating its Silver Jubilee,
having begun on New
Year’s Day in 1964.

The best pop pro-

gramme on television
these days however is

—Record Review

“The Chart Show™ which
has just moved from
Channel 4 to ITV on a 50-
week contract for 1989. It
will be shown at 11.30
a.m. on Saturdays and re-
peated at 12 midnight on
Sunday evenings. It is the
only show to concentrate
properly on the fantastic
promotional videos that
are being produced. The
“Top Of The Pops”
mimed performances and
shrieking audiences have
led to a declining popular-
ity for that show.

In the most exciting
“Eurovision Song Con-
test” for 20 years, Britain’s
Scott Fitzgerald singing
“Go” was beaten into sec-
ond place by just one point
by the Swiss entry “Don’t
Leave Without Me” by
Celine Dior. The British
Record Industry has
agreed that multi-artist
compilation albums
featuring previously-re-

leased product will no
longer be listed in the LP
chart, which will create 15
to 20 vacancies in the Top
100 chart each week, hope-
fully making it easier for
new talent to achieve rec-
ognition. The charts will
also give a fairer reflection
of the types of music and
performers that are most
popular.

My predictions for 1989
are that Madonna will re-
claim her place as the
Queen of Pop once her
new LP is in the shops,
Tear For Fears; the Pre-
tenders and Queen will
stun us with an end to
their long silence; and
Terence Trent D'Arby, Al-
exander O'Neal, Janet
Jackson and -the S.0.S.
Band will enjoy great suc-
cess on the Soul scene.

The Communards and
Erasure should remain up
there with the winners,
and it seems inevitable

that the Stock-Aitken-
Waterman production
team will foster another
unknown talent into su-
perstardom as they did
with Rick Astley in 1987
and Kylie Minogue in
1988.

. These were the best sell-
ing records on the Net-
work Chart of 1988:

ALBUMS

1. Kylie (Kylie Minogue).

2. Now 13 (Various).

3. Popped In, Souled Out
(Wet Wet Wet).

4. Money For Nothing
(Dire Straits).

5. Introducing The Hard-
line According To Terence
Trent D’Arby.

6. Tracy Chapman.

7. BAD (Michael Jack-
son).

8. Tango In The Night
(Fleetwood Mac).

9. Rattle And Hum (U2).
10. Now 12 (Various).

Reduced from A3 > A4

SINGLES

1. The Only Way Is Up
(Yazz).

2. I Should Be So Lucky
(Kylie Minogue).

3. Mistletoe And Wine
(CIiff Richard).

4. I Think We're Alone
Now (Tiffany).

5. Especially For You
(Kylie Minogue
ason Donovan).

6. Nothing’s Gonna
Change My Love For You
(Glenn Medeiros).

7. With a Little Help
(Wet Wet Wet).

8. The Locomotion (Kylie
Minogue).

9. He Ain’t Heavy, He's
My Brother (Hollies).

10. Teardrops (Womack:

and Womack).
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