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Jason’s' present is|

winning album

The phenomenal
trio of Mike Stock,
Matt Aitken and Pete
Waterman have writ-
ten, arranged and
produced another
winning album in the
shape of “Ten Good
Reasons” by Jason
Donovan who is cele-
brating his 2I1st
birthday today.

. Mr. Donovan is about
- the only major pop star to
share the same birthday as
me, so I have a soft spot
for his music, although I
would like to give him a
few years! However,
there can be no escaping

from the fact that most of
the credit for “Ten Good
Reasons” must go to the
Stock-Aitken-Waterman
team as Jason’s voice is
not particularly strong or
interesting.

Nevertheless he delivers
with enthusiasm and per-
forms confidently
throughout, and the melo-
dies are so infectious that
the album will undoubt-
edly end the year as one of
the best sellers along with
Simple Minds, Queen,
Madonna and a possible
new one from Kylie
Minogue.

Just why the album has
been named “Ten Good
Reasons™ escapes me be-
cause there are in fact

Shadows have
Brighton date

Those evergreen instru-
mentalists the Shadows
bring their 30th anniver-
sary tour to the Brighton
Centre on June 9 - just
one of a string of top con-
certs and other events
being staged at the town
this summer.

Towering basketball

players the Harlem Glo-
betrotters will be at the
centre to mark American
Independence Day on July
4, while the Duke Elling-
ton Orchestra follows on
Tuly S.

Among the shows at the
Dome are the Brighton
and Hove Operatic Society
production of Lerner and
Loewe’s “Camelot”, from
June 22 - 24, the Pasadena
Roof Orchestra on June
29, and Des O’Connor on
July 22.

Bookings are already
being taken for the Brigh-
ton Centre visit on No-
vember | by superstar
Shirley Bassey and for
chart stars Erasure on Jan-
uary 26 next year.

eleven tracks, but ‘“‘ten
good reasons” was a ran-
dom line from his No. I
smash “Too Many Broken
Hearts” which is the open-
ing song. This is followed
by “Nothing Can Divide
Us,” his very first hit, and
a succession of catchy, up-
tempo cuts.

Catchy

The best songs are prob-
ably “Question Of Pride”
and “If I Don’t Have You”
which are both fast num-
bers but slightly different
from Stock, Aitken and
Waterman’s usual for-
mula. Also standing out is
“Change Your Mind”
which 1s almost a duet be-
tween Jason and his back-
ing-singers, and is slower
than most of the songs but
with a really catchy tune.

The chart-topping duet
with Kylie Minogue “Es-
pecially For You” is in-
cluded together with Do-
novan’s brand new single
“Sealed With A Kiss” the
only song not written by
the S-A-W- team.

No version of this song
could beat the atmos-
pheric, yet simple ori%inal
by Brian Hyland from
1962, but this is still ‘a
zood attempt and could
well go to No. 1 in view of
Jason’s current popularity.
As with Kylie Minogue’s
album last year “‘Ten
Good Reasons” is well

worth hearing on Compact
Disc, quite simply for the
exquisite production
work.

LP CHART

1 (1) Ten Good Reasons
(Jason Donovan)

2 (2) Street Fighting
Years (Simple Minds)

3 (3) Paradise (Inner
City)

4 (-) Mind Bomb (The
The)

5 (8) Past Present (Clan-
nad)

6 (7) When The World
Knows Your Name (Dea-
con Blue)

7 (4 Raw And The
Cooked (Fine Young Can-
nibals)

8 (15) Don’t Be Cruel
(Bobby Brown)

9 (5) A New Flame (Sim-
ply Red) i
10 (6) Blast (Holly John-
son)

Swing Out Sister’s “Ka-

o

Jason Donovan

leidoscope World” album
entered at No. 9 last week
and Natalie Cole’s “Good
To Be Back”™ at No. 10, but

both have slipped slightly
this week.

Bob Woodhead



