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Worthwhile wait for Imagination

More than four
years have passed by
since the British soul
trio Imagination re-
leased an album of
new songs, and it is
three years since they
issued their “Gold”
greatest hits collec-
tion, but the wait has
been worthwhile!

Imagination recorded
their new album “Closer”
asg threesome but are now
promoting it as a duo, fol-
lowing the departure of
drummer Errol Kennedy.
Despite Kennedy’s im-

portant contribution over
the vears the songwriting

has been mostly done by
falsetto singer Lee John
and his musician/singing
partner Ashley Ingram
(right. of picture), so their
future success should not
be in jeopardy.

The making of this LP
has been a dramatic saga
as it was supposed to be
available in the autumn of
1985, with continual post-
ponments while tracks
were being tampered with
to perfect them, and wait-
ing for the market to be
right.

Early last year the-whole
project was scrapped and
the band went to America
to work with a variety_of
producers to create a more.
contemporary sound, and

Imagination

—Record Review—

these tracks on “Closer”
are the fantastic result. A
change of record company
to RCA has also contrib-
uted to the long delay.
The *“Closer” LP strikes
a perfect balance between
uptempo dance tunes,
mid-tempo numbers and
soulful ballads. In my view
the latter style comes
across best on this collec-
tion with the title track at
the top of the tree. It is a
beautifully-written song
equally well performed
and produced by Nick
Martinelli, well-known for
his work with Loose Ends
among others. Martinelli

has worked on some of the
other cuts too. The next
best number is “Over”
which is one of their typi-
cal spine-tingling ballads.

Leading the field in the
mid-paced category is
““Hold Me In Your Arms”
which has a very catchy
melodic tune produced by
Preston Glass. Not far be-
hind though is “Skin
Time” which has a “jazzy”
feel and a different rhythm
to the other songs.

The uptempo songs in-
clude the Hi-NRG sound-
ing “Paranoia” and “Who
(Tell Me Who)”, and the
singalong “For Members

Only” with its memorable
line “Who wants to live in
a town for members
only?” However, the stan-
dard of the songs and pro-
duction is faultless
throughout, and with 12
tracks and an hour’s play-
ing time this album will
take some beating among
the soul greats of 1988.
The cassette version has
an extra tune and the CD
has two bonus cuts. Fans
of Imagination’s earlier
work should not miss the
video “Imagination In
Concert” recorded at the
Hammersmith Odeon in
1984, and still available in
many High Street stores
and video shops. It fea-
tures their risque, lavish

stage show accompanying
memorable sounds like
“Body Talk,” “Just An II-
lusion” and “Music and
Lights.”

My thanks to regular
correspondent Colin Bar-
ley of Hazel Road, Bognor
Regis, who points out that
for the first time in 35
years of pop charts three
girls in succession have
been Number One, namely
Belinda Carlisle, Tiffany
and Kylie Minogue whose
““I Should Be So Lucky” is
the latest success for the
Stock/Aitken/Waterman
production team. It is ap-
propriate that the 19-year-
old Australian girl should
have a chart-topping

record in her country’s bi-
centenial year.
LP CHART
1 Introducing The Hard-
line According to Terence
Trent D’Arby.
-2 Bridge of Spies
(T’Pau).

3 Popped In, Souled
Out (Wet Wet Wet).

4 The Christians.

5 Tiffany.

6 Turn Back The
Clock (Jonny Hates Jazz).

7 All About Eve.

8 Whenever You
Need Somebody (Rick
Astley),

9 Bad (Michael Jack-
son). ‘

10 Come Into My Life
(Joyce Sims).
Bob Woodhead
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