The Pet Shop Boys have just released their fourth
album entitled “Introspective.” The record is very
different from last year’s “Actually” and is a bold step
forward. It is not packed with the catchy hit tunes that
so characterized “Actually” but instead concentrates
on some amazing, digital, computerized sounds and
epic mixing of cosmic proportions.

There are only six tracks averaging eight minutes
duration, beginning with “Left To My Own Devices,”
a cleverly arranged song with interesting orchestra-
tion and vocals that are mostly spoken. The track
becomes really striking after a few hearings and I can
envisage the Boys remixing this for future Single
release.

Next up is “l1 Want A Dog” which originally
appeared on the B-side of last October’s hit “Rent”
and features some fascinating lyrics entangled around
synthesized percussive beat. Side One closes in grand
fashion with an eight minute remix of the recent
smash “Domino Dancing,” while the second side
opens equally impressively with “I’'m Not Scared.”
This is the Pet Shop Boys’ own version of the hit
number they wrote for Patsy Kensit and Eighth
Wonder.

Next on the menu is “Always On My Mind/In My
House,” a new and better version of their four-week
chart-topper from last Christmas. This variation is
dominated by a punchy, digital bass line and a strong
““House”” rhythm with some fancy vocal programming
where Neil Tennant’s voice has been computerized.
The album concludes with “It’s Alright,” another
nine minute “House” styled epic, but lacking the
catchy melody necessary to make it a hit.

Heaven 17 are back on the scene with a new album
on the Virgin label entitled “Teddy Bear, Duke And
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Psycho.” The trio of Martyn Ware, Glenn Gregory
and [an Craig-Marsh composed and produced this
new work themselves. They have steered away from
their “‘electro” sound and into a funky dance sound
which in my opinion is less suited to them. Neverthe-
less the album has some brighter moments particu-
larly on Side Two with songs like “Dangerous” with
its effective chant, “Train Of Love In Motion” with
its quick rhythm, and “Responsibility” which is a
good ballad to end on, featuring some infectious
guitar-licks behind the vocals.

The new three-piece London-based band Breathe,
consisting of David Glasper on vocals, Marcus Lill-
ington on guitar and Ian Spice on drums, have issued
their debut L.P. called ““All That Jazz.” Glasper and
Lillington co-wrote all the songs except one, and they
have worked with several leading producers to create
a worthy album. Tracks to listen out for include
“Monday Morning Blues,” “Liberties Of Love,”
“Won’t You Come Back?” and the title number, all of
which have good melodies. “How Can I Fall?” is a
strong ballad sung with great emotion, and on the
evidence of this and several other cuts David Glasper
looks set for a long and successful career.

L.P. CHART
Rattle And Hum (U2).
Introspective (Pet Shop Boys).
To Whom It May Concern (Pasadenas).
. The Greatest Hits Collection (Bananarama).
Revolutions (Jean Michel Jarre).
Flying Colours (Chris De Burgh).
Kylie (Kylie Minogue).
Moonlighting (Various).
. Conscience (Womack And Womack).
. Ones On One (Various).
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