Freddie’s back in classy
new album

Soul singer Fred-
die Jackson who shot
to fame at the begin-
ning of 1986 with the
hit song ‘“Rock Me
Tonight” is back on
the scene with a
classy new album.

The LP is named after
one of its best tracks called
“Don’t Let Love Slip
Away”’. The song itself is a
slow-groover with an in-
fectious melody and some

really Food saxophone pas-’

sages from Najee. He also
appears on ‘“Nice ‘N’
Slow”, another of the high-
points on the record. This
1s another fabulous, catchy
slow-grooving tune.

The other highlights are
the love ballads ‘“Hey
Lover” and *“‘Special
Lady” which have been
produced and vocalized to
perfecuon This is Jack-
son’s third album for Cap-
itol Records and it fea-
tures a further collabora-
tion with the songwriting/
production team of Paul
Laurence, Barry Eastmond
and Gene McFadden.
Jackson is one of the new
generation of soul singers
with a style similar to that
of Luther Vandross.

After a two year absence
from the scene, Rod Stew-
art is back with the album
“Out Of Order”. Despite
long periods between LP
releases Mr. Stewart al-
ways seems to deliver a
strong set of songs, so the
waiting is worthwhile. The
ten tracks have been pro-
duced by Rod himself, in
collaboration with Andy
Taylor (former Duran
Duran) and Bernard Ed-
wards (former Chic). The
album-is more hard-edged
with a biting rock-orienta-
tion compared with some
of his recent efforts, but he

has continued his pre-

cedent of including a batch
of slower songs all grouped
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together at the end. Partic-
ularly impressive is the
closing ballad “When I
Was Your Man” and also
worth hearing is the recent
melodic hit ‘‘Lost In
You”, the catchy follow-
up “Forever Young” and
the tuneful “Crazy About
Her”.

Stunning

In these days of pound-
ing dance music, soul,
heavy metal and reggae
music, it is refreshing to
listen to an album with a
different musical perspec-
tive. Such is Fairground
Attraction’s debut entitled
“The First Of A Million
Kisses™ which proves that
folk music can still sell in
large quantities if it is
tuneful - enough and has
new ideas to maintain the
interest of the listener. The
Fairground Attraction folk
recipe relies on jazz influ-

ences and some truly stun-
ning vocals from female

singer Eddi Reader from

Scotland, whose voice re-
minds me of Maria Mul-
daur who sang “Midnight
At The Oasis”. They have
been together in one form
or another for three years,
including a spell as buskers
on the streets and subways
of London.

This debut album relies
on the band’s strengths as
acoustic musicians, in-
cluding some bizarre, un-
conventional instruments
and no electricity! The
stunning “Perfect” has al-
ready been a No. | single
ending a stint of chart-
topping dance-orientated
records that lasted an in-
credible six months. The
catchy “Find My Love”
was an ideal follow-up sin-
gle and the jazziest track
*“Clare” sounds like an-
other hit. On the spine-
tingling “Whispers” Eddi
surprises us with some re-
ally high notes at the end
of the song.

LP Chart
. Kylie (Kylie Minogue).
2. The First Of A Mil-

Freddie Jackson

lion Kisses (Fairground
Attraction).

3. Now 12 (Various).

4. Hot City Nights (Var-
ious).

5. Tracy Chapman.

6. So Good (Mica Paris).

7. BAD (Michael Jack-
son).

8. Best Of The Eagles.

9. 11 Of The Best (Billy
Idol).

10. Greatest Ever Rock
‘n’ Roll Mix (Various).
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