Barry White

‘The Collection’
“a worthy and
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One of the most popular American soul singers of the 1970’s, Barry
White has released a first class compilation album featuring his
greatest hits recorded between 1972 and 1978, and his comeback hits

from late last year.

The record is called sim-
ply “The Collection™ and
the 16 tracks include two
hits by his backing girl-
singers Love Unlimited
and one by his orchestra
the Love Unlimited Or-
chestra, namely ‘“Love’s
Theme.” The girls’ hits
“Walking In The Rain
With The One I Love”
from 1972 and “It May Be
Winter Outside” from
1975, add a pleasant varia-
tion to Barry’s brand of
deep-voiced sultry ballads
and rhythmic disco
sounds.

This album is a worthy
and glowing tribute to the
man who did so much to
popularise the Philadel-
phia soul sound and the
early disco music. The
Compact Disc version is
well worth buying as it in-
cludes a seven-minute up-
dated remix of the 1974
ballad ‘‘Never Never
Gonna Give You Up.”

The other highlights in-
clude Mr. White’s version
{of the Billy Joel song “Just
‘The Way You Are,” his
‘chart-topping “You’re The
First, The Last, My Every-
thing” and.my personal fa-
ivourite ‘‘Can’t Get
Enough Of Your Love
(Babe.” Apart from the
‘Billy Joel song he was in-
ivolved in writing all the
iother songs.

Enjoyment

The most popular video
of the summer has
deservedly been “Live
‘From Italy (Ciao Italia)”
by Madonna, featuring
100 minutes of fabulous
“live” performance at the
climax of her major tour
this time last year. Apart
from the obvious enjoy-
ment she derives from per-

forming her hit songs
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which is easily transmitted
to the audience and to
those watching at home,
the concert is noteable for
Madonna’s lavish array of
costumes which are
swapped around a good
half dozen times during
the show.

The songs include “True
Blue,” “Like A Virgin,”
“Into The Groove,” “Hol-
iday” and best of all “La
Isla Bonita,” and plenty of
dialogue in between has
been left uncut.

Compilation

Another strong “‘greatest
hits” compilation 1s “Idol
Songs — 11 Of The Best”
by Billy Idol, featuring the
hits of his solo career be-
tween 1981 and 1987,
after he left the punk rock
band Generation X. In my
view Idol was always one
of the most creative punk
rockers with a striking ori-
ginality and ability to cre-
ate records in many di-
verse musical styles.

For sexample " Eyes
Without A Face” [in-
cluded here) was one of the
great spine-tingling ballads
of Summer 84 (the other
being George Michael’s
“Careless Whisper”). On
the other side of the coin
“White Wedding” was a
dashing rock number with
a difference, and one of
the highspots of Summer
1985. This also appears on
the L.P. along with great
sounds like “Rebel Yell,”
“Hot In The City” and
“Sweet Sixteen.”

The series of 20th anni-
versary Beatles’ picture-
discs continues with one of
their best-ever, namely
“Hey Jude” which was re-
leased on August 20, 1968,
and became their biggest-
seller worldwide. The
seven minutes running-
time was also revolution-
ary at the time.

L.P. CHART
I Kylie (Kylie Mi-
nogue).

2 The First Of A Million
Kisses (Fairground Attrac-
tion).

3 Now 12 (Various).

4 Tracy Chapman.

5 BAD (Michael Jack-
son).

6 11 Of The Best (Billy
Idol).

7 Hits 8 (Various).

8 Best Of The Eagles.

9 Greatest Ever Rock
’N’ Roll Mix (Various).
10 Turn Back The Clock
(Johnny Hates Jazz).

Bob Woodhead

Billy Idol, “always one
of the most* creative
punk rockers with a
striking originality
and ability to create
records in many di-
verse musical styles.”



