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album with

stunning guest list

Folk legend Bob
Dylan has released
one of his better al-
bums of recent years
entitled “Down In
The Groove”.

The record has a variety
of musical directions with
the overall sound being
best described as a mixture
of country music per-
formed in a spiritual vein.

It kicks off with a cover
version of the old Canned
Heat and Bryan Ferry hit
“Let’s Stick Together”,
but Dylan’s interpretation
is completely different and
is an interesting variation
of the song. He is certainly
not scared to rock 'n’ roll
on numbers like ““Ugliest
Girl In The World” and
the contrasting “Had A
Dream About You, Baby”
with some powerful vo-
cals. And he seems equally
as comfortable on the spir-
itual, country ballads
“*Death Is Not The End”,
**Shenandoah™ and **Rank
Strangers To Me”.

The illustrious list of
guest ~ musicians includes
Mark Knopfler, Eric Clap-
ton and Ron Wood of
Rolling Stones and Faces
fame.

Stunning

One of the strong per-
formers on the L.P. chart
in recent weeks has been
“Roll With ‘It by Steve
Winwood which he com-
posed with Will Jennings
and produced with- Tom
Lord Alge.

Winwood first found
success in 1966 with the
Spencer Davis Group,
having two chart-topping
hits when he was only 17
years old. The hits and ac-
claim continued with Traf-
fic and Blind Faith, going
into the 1970’s. followed
by a fruitful solo career
that is still blossoming.

The strength of the
“Roll With It album does
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not lie in any of the songs
but in the stunninF variety
of musical styles from the
mid-tempo dance tune
“Don’t You Know What
The Night Can Do" to the
slower **One More Morn-
ing” or the pounding
rocker “*Hearts On Fire” -
the only track not co-writ-
ten with Will Jennings. Ex-
Traffic friend Jim Capaldi
helped out on this tune.
The best song is probably
the tongue-in-cheek, rock-
abilly title track.

The Maody Blues re-
turned to the scene two
years ago with a fine come-
back album called “The
Other Side Of Life™, but
their newly released fol-
low-up “Sur La Mer” is
disappointing as it con-
tains no new ideas or
changes in musical direc-
tion. The formuta is rather
tired and spineless despite
the good production work
of Tony Visconti. In days

gone by the group shared
the responsibility for
songwriting but on *“Sur
La Mer™ Justin Hayward
and John Lodge took
charge throughout. Apart
from the occasional
brightspot like *“‘I. Know
You're Out There Some-
where”, “Vintage Wine”
and the cleverly orches-
trated “‘Breaking Point”,
too many of the songs are
repeating the old formula.
However. “Miracle™ is in-
teresting as the Moody
Blues venture into Dance
Music with sequenced key-
board and drum program-
ming and a brass section.
Single of the. week is
“*Heaven In My Hands™
by the new-look Level 42
who will be releasing a new
album on September 12.

L.P. Chart

1 Now 12 (Various).

2 Kylie (Kylie Minogue).

3. The First Of A Million
Kisses (Fairground Attrac-
tion).

4 Tracy Chapman.

5 Hits 8 (Various).

6 Bad (Michael Jack-
son).

7 11 Of The Best (Billy
Idol).

Bob Dyln

8 The Greatest-Ever
Rock N’ Roll Mix (Vari-

ous).
9 Dirty

Dancing

Soundtrack.
10 Best Of The Eagles.

Bob Woodhead



