ocal

It is a rare and spe-
cial pleasure to re-
port the national suc-
cess and acclaim
being achieved by a
local performer.

The artist in question is
Julia Fordham from Hayl-
ing Island, whose *“Julia
Fordham™ debut album
was released earlier in the
summer and has been
doing well in the Top 100
Album Chart.

Twenty-five year old
Julia began her career per-
-forming in clubs on Hayl-
ing Island with various
bands and on her own with
compositions that-she had
picked out on a guitar
from the age of six.

Her appearances in
Portsmouth were noticed
and by 1982 she was a
member of Mari Wilson’s
backing-group the Wilsa-
tions, complete with
beehive hairstyle! This
proved to be a useful
springboard to a solo ca-
reer.

*The eleven tracks on her
album have strong melo-
dies and some stunning
lyrics on which Julia views
the world from interesting
and unusual angles.

All the songs are auto-
biographical and state-
ments of her time, repre-
senting her social con-
science and covering every
emotion from love and
anger to resignation and
resistance.

7

Soulful

The two minor hit sin-
gles she has enjoyed, “The
Comfort Of Strangers”
and ‘“Happy Ever After”
appear on the LP.

The latter is the most
impressive track, combin-
ing simple lyrics about
love with words about the
injustice in South Africa,
and- a superb melody.

Generally Ms. Ford-
ham’s voice, which has
deep, rich qualities similar

. to Anita Baker and Alison

Moyet, is best suited to the
slower, soulful ballads like
“Few Too Many,” “Invisi-
ble War” and “Where
Does The Time Go,” and
the jazzy ‘““‘Cocooned.”

However, the mid-paced
““The . Other Woman”’
comes across very well as
does the mid-tempo, funky/

““Womdn Of The Eighties”

with pounding drum and
bassline.

Record
Review

Julia Fordham wrote all
the songs and co-produced
the LP with Bill Padley,
Grant Mitchell and Hugh
Padgham, who has worked
with Phil Collins and Gen-
esis. Bill Padley is an old

friend of Juha’s, going

back to his days of present-
ing the Breakfast Show on
Portsmouth’s Radio Vic-
tory in the early .1980’s.
Robert Palmer has is-
sued his tenth solo album
and his first for EMI, enti-
tled ‘‘Heavy Nova.”
Palmer (39) began his ca-
reer with bands like Alan
Bown’'s and Vinegar Joe
with Elkie Brooks, before
going solo in 1974. .
He was part of the
Power Station project with
members of Duran Duran
and Chic but his greatest

success came two years ago

with his solo “Riptide” LP
featunng the Top Ten hits

*“Addicted To Love” and
*“I Didn’t Mean To Turn
You On” with their mem-

orable promotional vi-
deos.

In comparison _the
“Heavy Nova” LP is dis-
appointing. Side One fea-
tures a heavy rock sound
epnomlzed by the ““Simply
Irresistible”” single which
failed to live up to its title
as far as record-buyers are
concerned.

The second side features
some deep-voiced ballads,
but the melodies are weak
on all the songs and
Palmer does not appear to
have as much enthusiasm
on any of them as he did
on “Riptide.”

LP CHART

1. Now 12 (Various)

2. Hits 8 (Various)

3. Tracy Chapman

4. BAD (Michael Jack-
son)

5. Kylie (Kylie Minogue)
6. 11 Of The Best (Billy
Idol)

7. Push (Bros)

8. Dirty Dancing -
Soundtrack

9. The First Of A Million
Kisses (Fairground Attrac-
tion)
10. Tango In The nght
(Fleetwood Mac)

Bob Woodhead

\

singer’s chart success

Julia Fordham




