One of the best so far

The British soul trio Loose Ends have released their
fourth and best album entitled “The Real Chuckee-
boo” on the Virgin label. In my opinion this is one of
the best long-players of 1988, both in terms of musical
quality and value for money. The record has nearly an
hour’s worth of playing-time and the compact disc
has 68 minutes, with its three extra tracks.

The threesome Jane Eugene, Carl Mclntosh and
Steve Nichol wrote all the songs, with Carl and Steve
handling the production. The album opens with
“Watching You”, a dance sound based around a
thrashing guitar-rhythm. The second cut “There’s No
Gratitude™ has a more straightforward drum-based
rhythm, but it is undoubtedly the classic track on the
album and deserved to be a massive hit if it is released
as a single. The vocal harmonies are the most out-
standing feature of the song. The title-track is divided
into three parts and has more contemporary Hi-
N.R.G. rhythms.

Other songs to listen out for are “Easier Said Than |

Done,” “Is It Ever Too Late?” “Hungry’” and “What
Goes Around” on which the rhythms, refrains, vocal
harmonies and interplay are second to none. “Re-
mote Control” has a repetitive line “‘baby I ain’t the
remote control’” but one cannot help liking it, and it is
the type of song that is likely to make an impression

on the charts. The best of the three CD bonus tracks is
the silky, smooth ballad “Until A Tear Becomes A
Rose.” '

EMI and Virgin have combined forces again with
the release of “Now That’s What I Call Music 12”
featuring the familiar format of 32 recent hits on a
double-album. There is music to please every taste
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and persuasion. The strong line-up includes Belinda
Carlisle’s summery “Circle In The Sand,” Danny
Wilson’s ““Mary’s Prayer,” the Communards’ catchy
“There’s More To Love” and the July No. 1 ballad
“Nothing’s Gonna Change My Love For You” b
Glenn Medeiros. In the finest tradition the best trac
is saved until last, namely Will Downing’s spiritual,
soulful “A Love Supreme” which reached No. 14 at
the beginning of May.

The American band Crowded House have issued an
enjoyable album called “Temple Of Low Men”
featuring their easy-going guitar-based rock sound.
The songs were all composed by lead vocalist and

guitarist Neil Finn whose vocal style is the most
attractive element of their sound. In parts his voice is
similar to Denny Laine of early Moody Blues and
Wings fame. Side Two has the best songs, particularly
“Sister Madly” and the slower “Love This Life’” and
“Better Be Home Soon.”

Shirley Bassey’s fams will be pleased to hear that
EMI have released a new budget-priced LP entitled
“‘Let Me Sing And I'm Happy” which displays the full
range of her exciting vocal talents from her handling
of the Irving Berlin title-song to the more recent
classics “Feel Like Making Love” and “Until It’s
Time For You To Go.”
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