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Hit-making Status Quo return

The most consistent hit-
making British group, Sta-
tus Quo, who have en-
Joyed more Top Thirty
hits in this country than
any other band, are back

with a new LP entitled
“Ain’t Complaining!”

These twelve new songs
have been produced by
Pip Williams and com-

Status Quo

posed by many different
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members of the band. Sta-

tus Quo have now existed

in one form or another for
26 years, with Francis
Rossi and Rick Parfitt on
guitars being the corner-
stones.

Huge hit

Their album is very easy
for me to review because
their musical style has
hardly changed in twenty
years, so I can confidently
predict that if you have
enjoyed their sound dur-
ing that time you will find
“Ain’t Complaining” is to
your liking. In fact, if Quo
are still in the business at
the turn of the century I
will probably be writing
the same comments then —
that is if I am still writing
this column! The best
tracks are the hit title-song
and “Burning Bridges”
which epitomizes their 12-
bar blues style and would
be a good choice for a fu-
ture 45 release.

Scritti Politti have released
a new album entitled *“Provi-

sion” featuring nine tracks
written and produced by
Green Gartside and David

-Gamson. The recent hit “Oh

Patti” is included on the LP
but is not typical of the musi-
cal content generally. Most of
the tracks have a funky beat
with little trace of their reggae
style that took *“The Word
Girl” into the Top Ten in
1985

The main criticism 1 would
make is that too many of these
new songs sound similar to
cach other. The wistful ballad
*Oh Patti” is easily the best
number on this collection.

In contrast Aztec Camera’s
LP *“Love” shows the band to
be extremely versatile. The
nine tracks have many varia-
tions in rhythm and delivery,
and the group seems just as
comfortable handling dance
tunes as they are with rock
numbers. The rocking “Some-
where In My Heart” which has
been a huge hit stands out, as
does the previous hit 45 “How
Men Are” - a classy ballad.
Aztec Camera can also deliver
some memorable melodies on
songs like “Deep And Wide
And Tall.”

One of the most popular
compilation albums in recent
months has been “Hip Hop
And Rapping In The House”
on the Stylus label. As the title
suggests' the record features
some of the best of the New
York “Hip Hop” tracks, The
CHicago *“House™ sounds, and

American “Rapping” special-
ists {fggm the last three years,
together with British perform-
ers who have adopted these
styles and enjoyed even
greater sticcess ~themselves.
The tracks include “Doctorin’
The House” by Coldcut
featuring Yazz And The Plas-
tic Population, “Beat Dis” by
Bomb The Bass and “The
Show™ by Doug E. Fresh And
The Get Fresh Crew.

Single of the week is Mi-
chael Jackson’s ““Dirty Diana”
which has been No. 1 in Amer-
ica and is my tip to do the
same here. Jackson is the first
artist to lift five American
chart-toppers from one album,
and the first performer to sell
two million albums with con-
secutive releases in Britain,
namely *‘Thriller”” and
“BAD".

LP CHART

| Tracy Chapman

2 11 Of The Best (Billy Idol)
3 Push (Bros)

4 Roll With It (Steve Win-
wood).

5 Tango In The Night (Fleet-
wood Mac)

6 Popped In, Souled Out
(Wet Wet Wet)

7 Dirty Dancing - Sound-
track

8 Nite Flite (Various)

9 The Collection (Barry
White)

1181 Jack Mix In Full Effect
(Mirage)
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