CIliff Richard

()bserver Enterta1 nment

-Guaranteed

Celebrating 30
years of hit-making,
CIliff Richard has re-
leased a Video-EP
‘“Always Guaran-
teed.” Included in
this stylish package
are his two Top Ten
singles of last year
“My Pretty One”
and “Some People,”
and his two lesser

" hits from the “Al-

'ways Guaranteed”
album, namely “Re-
member Me” and
“Two Hearts.”

The LP has sold in ex-
cess of 470,000 copies in
this country so there is
likely to be plenty of de-
mand for this video which
runs for 18 minutes and
sells for £7. “Some Peo-
ple” is easily the best of
the four songs featured on
the video and the visual
accompaniment iswlso the
best, but Cliff’s fans will
probably be well-satisfied
with the others.

Hits
As forecast in my 1988
predictions in this column

in January, a new genera-
tion of record-buyers have

shown interest in Eddie
Cochran’s music and be-
cause of this EMI have re-
leased an album of his
most successful and popu-
lar songs recorded 30 years
ago. The LP takes the
name of the recently suc-
cessful single “C’Mon Ev-
erybody” and the 20 tracks
include Cochran’s major
hits “Summertime Blues”
and “Three Steps To
Heaven.” If you enjoy the
sound of these you are
likely to find the lesser
known songs like “Week-
end” and “Twenty Flight
Rock” equally appealing.

Killed

Of the other numbers
“Cut Across Shorty” and
“Somethin’ Else” really
stand out, and it is a great
tribute to Eddie that these
have been subsequently
covered by other perform-
ers. American rock’n’roll
writer and performer Co-
chran was tragically killed
in a car accident near
Chippenham in Wiltshire
while on tour in this coun-
try in 1960. Many of us
still wonder what other

fine rock songs he would
have produced had he sur-
vived.

One of the most promis-
ing folk/rock outfits are
Everything But The Girl
whose latest album
“Idlewild” makes pleas-
ant, easy listening. The
best numbers are on Side
Two, beginning with
““Goodbye Sunday” which
is not typical of their style
on this record. It has more
of a jazzy feel to it (like
some of their previous
work) and one can imagine
Al Jarreau performmg it.
“Blue Moon Rose” is
more uplifting and- up-
tempo than most of the
tunes, but “Tears All Over
Town” with its attractive
melody, epitomizes their
folk style.

Fleetwood Mac’s “Ru-
mours” is the first album
to spend more than 400
weeks on the LP chart,
while Michael Jackson’s
“Bad” has sold nearly 1.9
million units in Britain.
He will be appearing on
these shdres in the sum-
mer so 1 think there is
every chance that “Bad”
could be the top selling

album for two years in suc-
cession and come close to
the all-time best-selling
“Brothers In Arms” by
Dire Straits which has sold
three million units. I am
pleased to learn that my
favourite tracks “Dirty
Diana” and ‘“Liberian
Girl” are lined up to be the
next two single releases. In
America Jackson’s “Man
In The Mirror” has be-
come the fourth consecu-
tive chart topper to be
lifted from “Bad,” and he
is the first performer to
pull four No. 1 singles
from one album.

Favourite

Two more interesting
statistics that recently
came to my attention are
the fact that Pink Floyd’s
“Dark Side Of The Moon”
LP has now been in the
American chart for 721
unbroken weeks which is
more than 14 years. It is
now 231 weeks ahead of
the previous longest
runner - “Johnny Mathis’
Greatest Hits.” Closer to
home Status Quo have
now had more British Top
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30 hits than any other
roup. “Ain’t Complain-
ing” is their 33rd Top
Thirty success. Single of
the week is Sade’s spine-
tingling ballad “Love Is
Stronger Than Pride”
taken from her eagerly-
awaited “Stronger Than
Pride” album.

These were the Top Ten
favourite songs of Ocean
Sound listeners, as played
on Easter day:

1 Never Gonna Give
You Up (Rick Astley).

2 China In Your Hand
(T’Pau).

3 Bohemian Rhapsody
(Queen).

4 Imagine (John Len-
non).

5 Bridge Over Troubled
Water (Simon & Gar-
funkel).

6 The Lady In Red
(Chrls De Burgh).

7:0m Not In Love
(10cc).

8 I Just Called To Say I
Love You (Stevie Won-
der).

9 You Win Again (Bee
Gees).

10 Knights In White Satin
{Moody Blues).

Bob Woodhead



