Record Review

, Bob Woodhead

Curtis Hairston has

a new self-styled
album available on
_ the Atlantic label. He
was responsible for
one of the best dance
singles of 1985 called
“1 " Want Yout
Lovin’,” but this col-
lection features his re-
cent 45 entitled “Chil-
lin’ Out” which is an

above average song
but not as good as his
new single (also in-
cluded), called “The
Morning After.”

This is a rhythm-guitar
based disco sound with the
pounding drumbeat that is
mandatory nowadays. I
also enjoyed hearing “Take
Charge” with its punchy
bass-line and “Shining
Star” (nothing to do with

the Earth Wind and Fire
number of the same name).
This stands out as the best
of the slower, moody cuts.
Overall I found this record
good to listen to, bit by bit
in the odd spare moment,
but rather tedious when
taken as a whole as the
tracks can sound too similar
when heard back to back.

For a few years now the
Streetwave and Street-
sounds labels have been

marketing some first-rate

compliation LPs mainly in
the sphere of dance music.
Their latest effort, the dou-
ble “West End Story,” is
no exception. It has 13 12-
inch club hits from recent
years, all previously . re-
leased on the American
West End label which was
one of the pioneers of the
larger format single.

The best known track is
Karen Young’s ‘Hot

® Curtis Hairston, whose new album has just been
released.

Show,’”’ now firmly
stamped on everyone’s
mind as ITV’s backing
music to their Snooker
Hotshots Competition.
This was a massive club hit
back in 1978. The other
numbers (with one excep-
tion) are all from the
Eighties and many of them
are just as good. I particu-
larly liked Raw Silk’s “Do
It To The Music” and Bar-
bra mason’s ‘“Another
Man,” a song based around
a superb melodic refrain.

Hilarious

Jasper Carrott has just
released a hilarious comedy
album called “Cosmic Car-
rott” (on Portrait). If you
have enjoyed his television
series this winter you are

. bound to like the humour

on this record. Side Two
features sketches from his
“Carrott’s Lib” series of
1983 where he makes fun of
some of the hypocrisy of
Christmas, and motorists
who will not amuse you if
you are the owner of a
Citroen CV or Reliant
Robin!!

Side One was recorded in
a theatre where Jasper’s
topics (or perhaps I should
say targets) include plumb-
ers and mechanics, so if you
belong to one of those
trades you have been
warned! Together with Mel
Smith and Gryf Rees
Jones, who also released an
LP recently (which was too

risque for review in this
column!), Carrott has to be
my favourite comedian at
the moment.

The Communards have
released a fourth version of
“You Are My World”
which is storming up the
charts. A basic, acoustic
version gave them a small
hit in November 1985, a
more complex arrangement
appeared on their 1986 LP,
and an even better one on
the Compact Disc, and the
latest was recorded this
year. Also worth a spin is
“Missionary Man” by the
Eurythmics and “Dia-
monds On The Soles Of
Her Shoes” by Paul Simon.

LP CHART

1 (-) Phantom Of The
Opera (Soundtrack).

2 (1) Graceland (Paul
Simon).

3 (-) Very Best Of Hot
Chocolate.

4 (3) August (Eric Clap-

ton).

5 (7) Silk and Steel (5
Star).

— (34) Picture Book
(Simply Red).

7 (4) Different Light
(Bangles).

8 (5) The Whole Story
(Kate Bush).

9 (28) So (Peter Ga-

briel).

(Queen).

After entering at No. 2
last week, “The Cost Of
Loving” by the Style Coun-
cil has dropped to No. 15.

Live Magic



