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In my opinion
1987 has been the
best year ever for
albums, especially
in the four months
running up to
Christmas.

The Singles scene has
also been good but many
of the releases derive
from LP's and more and
more people are realizing
that the latter represent
better value for money,
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and this is reflected in the
statistics.

These show a marked
increase in sales of al-
bums and an alarming de-
crease for the 45's.

Although I have been
rejoicing at the quality of
some of this year's music,
there are some worrying
underlying trends.

In March five songs in
the Top Six were com-
posed at least 15 years
earlier, and even now
there are an extraordi-
nary number of old tunes
in the charts that have
been covered by today’s
stars, so it would seem
that new ideas are run-
ning out.

Exciting

The past 12 months
have certainly been a
time for looking back,
with the Beatles albums
being issued on compact
disc and the 20th anniver-
sary of the classic “Sgt.
Pepper” LP in June —
the same month that the
“Observer” celebrated
its centenary!

In September B.B.C.

Record Review

Radio One had its 20th
birthday and two months
later the pop charts were
35 years old, so it was
appropriate that T'Paul's
“China In Your Hand"
became the 600th num-

‘ber one song.

My note of gloom
about the number of old
tunes can happily be
countered by the abun-
dance of new talent
bursting -on to the scene
with the exciting new
product, like Rick Ast-
ley, Terence Trent
D'Arby, Black, Curiosity
Killed The Cat, Johnny
Hates Jazz, Wet Wet Wet
and Swing Out Sister.

Rick Astley’s strong
voice and his songwriting
ability are likely to give
him a long career, and
the same can be said of
Swing Out Sister’s Cor-
inne Drewery and possi-
bly Terence Trent
D"Arby, but I would tend
to file the rest in the
“here today and gone to-
morrow" category.

“It's Over” by Level 42
was the first British re-
lease on the CD video
format which can be

played on Audio CD ma-
chines and the new video
machines which will be
available in the next few
weeks.

The best version of this
can be heard on their
album “‘Running In The
Family” which is one of
the year’s top sellers de-
spite being held off the
No. 1 spot.

However. it did top the
CD chart, and their video
“Live At Wembley”
topped the Music Video
Chart.

The most successful
sounds of the year can be
seen and heard at 2.05 on
B.B.C. 1 on Christmas
Day's “Top Of the Pops™
and at 12 noon on Sunday
the 27th on Channel 4's
“Chart Show" which is a
90-minute, special.

The Network Top 30 of
1987 will be on Ocean
Sound from 5 p.m. to 7
p-m. on Sunday the 27th,
and the B.B.C. Top 40 of
1987 will be on Radio
One in Stereo from 4.30
to 7 p.m. on New Year’s

Day.

'lzhesc were my particu-
lar favourite records of
1987:

Reduced from A3 2 A4.

Tracks: 1, It's Over
(Level 42); 2, The Sleep-
walkers (Level 42); 3,
Never Gunna Give You
Up (Rick Astley); 4, La
Isla Bonita (Madonna);
5, Communion (Swing
Out Sister); 6, Surrender
(Swing Out Sister); 7, I
Won't Share You
(Smiths); 8, E.S.P. (Bee
Gees); 9, Sweetest Smile
(Black); 10 equal, It's A
Sin-12 inch remix (Pet
Shop Boys) and Funny
How Time Flies (Janet
Jackson).

Albums: 1, Running In
The Family (Level 42);2,
It's Better To Travel
(Swing Out Sister); 3, Al-
e‘tlxabet City (ABC); 4,

henever You Need
Somebody (Rick Astley);
5, Highlights From The
Phantom Of The Opera
(Original London Cast);
6, Red (Communards);
7, Tango In The Night
(Fleetwood Mac); 8, Ac-
tually (Pet Shop Boys); 9,
Hearsay (Alexander
O'Neal); 10, Bad (Mi-
chael Jackson).

Bob Woodhead




