@ The outstanding Rick Astley

“In 1985 and 1986 1
used adjectives like
“outstanding”  and
“superb’ to describe
about three albums,
but this year it has
been the case with a
good half dozen. The
same applies this
week with Rick Ast-
ley’s brilliant debut
‘“Whenever You
Néed Somebody”.

In Astley I think Britain
may have found a singer
who will be successful for as
long as Cliff Richard has.
George Michael has been
the most exciting
songwriter to emerge in the
last ten years, but Rick Ast-
ley must surely be the best

vocalist to break through.
He is from Newton-le-Wil-
lows in the North West and
after leaving school he
drove a van for his father’s
firm before becoming one
of the first people to
receive a Government
grant to become a pop star
under the Enterprise Al-
lowance Scheme.

Spotted

While performing with
his group in a Warrington
club he was spotted by
Peter Waterman of the top
production  trio  Stock-
Aitken-Waterman, who
signed him and carefully
prepared him for a record-
ing career.

The first song ‘“‘Never
Gonna Give You Up" was
recorded in 1986 but not

released until July .of this
year when Rick was just 21
years old. By the end of
August it had climbed to
No. 1 where it stayed for
five weeks selling more
records than any other sin-
gle in 1987. The follow-up
“Whenever You Need
Somebody’’ reached No. 3
and the new release “When
1 Fall In Love,” a great
cover-version of the Nat

King Cole hit, looks set to -

become the Christmas
chart-topper.  All - these
songs are on the album,
together with three more
Stock-Aitken-Waterman
compositions  which  all
have Top Ten potential,
particularly the catchy, sin-
galong ‘“‘Don’t Say Good-
bye.”

Anyone listening to this
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collection who has not seen
Mr. Astley would probably
think he was a black,
American soul singer, and
this vocal style is especially
evident on “It Would Take
A Strong Strong Man"
which is taken in a slightly
slower vein. He also shows
great promise as a writer,
having penned four of the
numbers, which if anything
are funkier and more rhyth-
mic than the contributions
from the producers. Genu-
ine soul fans will probably
enjoy the Astley songs bet-
ter.

Overall this is a record
not to be missed as every
song has a winning for-
mula. It has already sold
125,000 after one week in
the shops, making Rick the
youngest soloist to top the

LP chart this decade. The.
note on the sleeve “The
Sound Of A Bright Young
Britain” sums it up per-
fectly.

Outstanding

Level 42 are attempting
to have a fifth Top Ten hit
single lifted from the “Run-
ning In The Family” LP
with another outstanding
track “Children Say.” The
B-side is one of their best
early tracks, namely *‘Star
Child™” from 1981. Profits
from the disc will go to the
Great Ormond Street Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Their last
45 “It’s Over” has been
issued on a limited-edition
CD Video becoming the
first British release on this
format, which can be
played on Audio CD ma-

chines and the new video
machines (which will be
available in 1988). The
“Running In The Family"
album is now available as a
limited *‘Platinum Edition"
double LP with a whole set
of re-mixed tracks.

LP CHART
1. Whenever You Need
Somebody (Rick Astley).
2. Bridge Of Spies (T"Pau).
3. Best Of UB 40.
4. All' The Best (Paul
McCartney).
5. You Can Dance (Ma-
donna).
6. Tango In The Night
(Fleetwood Mac).
7. The Singles (Pretend-
ers).
8. Faith (George Michael).
9. Floodland (Sisters of
Mercy).
10. Best Shots (Pat Bena-
tar). by Bob Woodhead



