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~Bruce Springsteen
has been enjoying
chart-topping success
with his official fol-
low-up studio album
tid ‘‘Born -in  the
W.S:A. " namely
“Tunnel of Love.”

These are 12 tracks of
which the best is the recent

hit single “Brilliant Dis-,

guise.” The rest of the LP is
tame compared with its il-
lustrious predecessor, al-
though the first three tracks
all make good listening.

Some of the other cuts
like ‘‘Cautious Man” and
“Walk Like A Man” see
Bruce venturing into the
field of country music and
these are certainly better
than the slower rock songs
which conclude the second
side. The. title track is par-
ticularly disappointing,
with a dull, repetitive
rhythm and tune.

After a long silence Sting
is back with a classic dou-
ble-album entitled “Noth-
ing Like The Sun.” I much
prefer his solo work to his

music with the Police. It
has a cool, sophisticated
edge to it, and the only
track on which he harks
back to his Police days is
“History Will Teach Us
Nothing’ with its staccato,
reggae riffs.

The double-LP has four
truly outstanding songs,
namely “Englishman In
New York,” ‘“Fragile”,
‘“‘Sister Moon"" and “‘Little
Wing.” The former is a de-
lightful, jazzy piece with
some superb soprano-saxo-
phone passages, while
“Fragile” is the tenderest
of ballads based around an
accoustic  guitar. “Sister
Moon” sounds so much like
some of Gershwin’s music
that Sting could never deny
his influence, and ‘‘Little
Wing” is an average song
made spectacular by
Hiriam Bullock’s heroics
on the guitar. The album
also demonstrates Sting’s
social conscience and deep
thinking on a wide range of
vital issues.

The duo ABC have just
released their fourth and
finest album ‘Alphabet
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City”” which was recorded
in London earlier this year.
All the songs were written
by vocalist Martin Fry and
guitarist/keyboard  player
Mark White, and they also
produced the album with
some help from Chic’s Ber-
nard Edwards on the two
recent hit singles ‘‘When
Smokey Sings” and ‘“The
Night You Murdered
Love.”

‘“Alphabet City” with its
cosmopolitan, urbane and
stylised edge (most remini-
scent of their triumphant
debut LP ‘“Lexicon of
Love”) sees ABC move
away from the cartoon sur-
realism of their last LP
“How To Be A Zillio-
naire,” while still maintain-
ing elements of that
album’s electronic funk,
and incorporating some of
the driving guitars which so
characterized the band’s
second album ‘“‘Beauty
Stab.”

Fry and White have man-
aged to consolidate their
past successes and cele-
brate some new ideas quite
brilliantly on this album

which does not have a bad
track. The lyrics are also
strong throughout. Apart
from the two aforemen-
tioned hits the best cuts are
“Rage And Then Regret”
and *‘Bad Blood”” which are
both superb, catchy pop
tunes. The new 45 “King
Without A Crown” is also
on the album.

The Level 42 concert will
be on BBC 1 tomorrow
(Friday) night, and worth
hearing on Stereo Radio
One is the Bee Gees’ Story
at 2 p.m. on Saturdays.

LP CHART
1 Tango In The Night
(Fleetwood Mac).
2 Bridge of Spies (T'Pau).
3 Best of UB40.
4 Crazy Crazy Crazy
(Kiss).
5 Nothing Like The Sun
(Sting).
6 Best Shots (Pat Bena-
tor).
7 Christians
8 E.S.P. (Bee Gees).
9 Mainstream (Lloyd
Cole). :
10 The Singles (Pretend-
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