Record Review

@® Prince, whose new album has just been launched.

Anyone listening to the new “Sign ‘o’
The Times” double-album by Prince
would be ‘well advised to hear it back to
front. The first three sides of the package
only have one good song each but side 4
is very strong.

It starts with “The Cross” which has
chords slightly reminiscent of “I Love My
Dog” by Cat Stevens, but as the song
develops it has an Eastern feel to it. “It’s
Gonna Be A Beautiful Night” is a power-

ful “live” recording and ‘“Adore” is a

falsetto, soul song which comes across
most effectively. 1 would like to see
Prince take this direction more often.

The hit title-track “Sign ‘O’ The
Times,” a message-song with a difference
is the best cut on Side 1 and the ballad
“Slow Love” stands out on Side 2. The
only song I enjoyed on the third side was
the closing number “I Could Never Take
The Place Of Your Man.” The rest of the
tracks were disappointing.

Two K-Tel compilations worth listen-
ing to are “Impressions” and “Rhythm
Of The Night.” The latter features ‘14
songs “‘for late night lovers” as the sleeve
describes them, but do not be misled into
thinking that they are all slow tunes.
There are some first class up-tempo af-
fairs like Aretha Franklin’s ‘‘Freeway Of
Love” and the S.0.S. Band’s “The Fin-
est,” mixed in with the romantic soul of
*“Cherish” (Kool and the Gang)) and “'If
You Were Here Tonight” (Alexander
O’Neal) to name just two.

“Impressions” contains 15 instrumen-
tals including several theme tunes like
*“Chi Mai” (from The Life and Times of
David Lloyd George™), “Axel F” by
Harold Faltermeyer (from the movie
Beverley Hills Cop) and the ‘“‘Howard’s
Way” theme. You will also find the
popular interpretation of “Toccata” by
Sky and the romance of ‘‘Parisienne
Walkways” by Gary Moore with some
vocal assistance from the late Phil Lynott.
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Both these albums make splendid late-
night listening.

Having enjoyed the singles by the Blow
Monkeys like “It Doesn’t Have To Be
This Way” and ““Out With Her” I am
disappointed with their album called
“She Was Only A Grocer’s Daughter.”
The two hits are included in the package
along with “The Day After You” featur-
ing Curtis Mayfield which has also been
out on the smaller format. In my view the
group would do well to issue the perky
pop number ‘“Some Kind Of Wonderful”
or ‘Man At The End Of His Tether” as
the next single. The ballad ‘‘Beautiful
Child” on which vocalist Dr. Robert
sounds like Marc Bolan is also very
effective but the remaining numbers are
monotonous.

Single of the week is “Fooled by a
Smile” which comes from Swing Out
Sister’s exquisite album. Also worth
hearing is Bobby Caldwell’s re-released
sould classic ““What You Won’t Do For
Love” and Mel and Kim’s “F.L.M.” —
the title track to their LP. Ace records
are re-issuing all the original Stax label
records including Judy Clay and William
Bell’s “Private Number’’ and Booker T’s
“Time Is Tight” which is best remem-
bered as the backing music to Johnnie
Walker’s chart-rundown on Radio I.

LP CHART

1 Whitney (Whitney Houston)

2 The Joshua Tree (U2)

3 Live In The City Of Life (Simple
Minds)

4 Keep Your Distance (Curiosity Killed
The Cat)

5 Solitude Standing (Suzanne Vega)

6 The Return of Bruno (Bruce Willis)
7 Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band (Beatles)

8 It’s Better To Travel (Swing Out
Sister)

9 Invisible Touch (Genesis)
10 Raindancing (Alison Moyet)



