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® The ever-popular Whitney Houston.

Eighteen - months
after the release of
her debut album sim-
ply called ‘“Whitney
Houston”’ Arista have
issued Whitney Hous-
ton’s second LP with
the equally imagina-
tive title ‘“Whitney”
The big question now
is what will her third
long-player be called!

Thankfully, the musical
content on “‘Whitney” is
much more interesting that
the title. There are eleven
tracks mostly produced by
35-year-old- Narada Mi-
chael Walden from Michi-
gan who has just become
the first producer of No. 1
singles by three different
acts in the same year since
George Martin did so in
1964.

Narada has produced
chart toppers for George
Michael in duet with Are-
tha Franklin, Starship (the
year’s top seller so far) and
now Whitney Houson’s “I
Wanna Dance With Some-
body” which provides the
perfect opening to this
album.

There are two other fast,
dance numbers on side one,
namely “So Emotional”
and “Love Will Save The
Day” (produced by Jelly-
bean) which is the best of
the upbeat tunes. Side Two
is mostly in a slower, more
romantic vein with some
first rate ballads including
“Where Do Broken Hearts
Go?” which is likely to be
issued as a 45 in the coming
months.

My favourite number is
“For The Love Of You,”
an Isley brothers song
taken in a slow-moving

tempo with great instru-
mental back-up including
Kenny G's expertise on the
saxophone. Ms. Houston’s
voice sounds mellower on
this one, whereas it can
sometimes sound too
harsh. ;

Overall “Whitney** does
not have as much appeal as
the first record but it is still
a very good album. The
lady is certainly a great fa-
vourite with record buyers
and it will be no surprise if
the LP becomes the best
seller of 1987.

Twenty months after the
release of their last LP the
Thompson Twins are back
with ten new songs collec-
tively entitled “Close To
The Bone”. There is little
here to suggest that this
pairing of Tom Bailey and
Alannah Currie will ever
hit the big time again.

The best track by a long

way is “Get That Love”
which failed to reach the
top 40 when it was released
on single two months ago.
Therefore 1 cannot en-
visage any of the other
songs becoming hit 45s.
The latest single ‘‘Long
Goodbye™ is also on the
album.

Curiosity Killed The Cat
have re-released their first
single “Misfit” which was
initially marketed in Aug-
ust 1986 to critical —
though not commercial —
acclaim.

This week is a good one
for new 45s which include
the Kane Gang’s melodic
“Motortown,” Shakatak’s
jazzy ‘“‘Something Special,”
and a dancefloor smash
from Princess appropriately
entitled ‘“Red Hot.”

It is refreshing to see no
‘Various Artist Compila-

by Bob Woodhead

tions’ in the LP chart at the
moment.

LP CHART

1 Live In The City Of Light
(Simple Minds).

2 Solitude Standing (Su-
zanne Vega)

3 It's Better ' To Travel
(Swing Out Sister)

4 The Joshua tree (U2)

5 Keep Your Distance (Cu-
riosity Killed The Cat)

6 Kiss Me Kiss Me Kiss Me
(The Cure)

7 Tango In The Night
(Fleetwood Mac)

9 FLM (Mel and Kim)

10 Running In The Family
(Level 42)




