Record Review

The big Beatles
year of 1987, in which
both the 20th anniver-
sary of the legendary
album ‘““Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club
Band” and the 25th
anniversary of the
group’s signing to
E.M.I. and its first
single, “Love Me
Do” are being cele-
brated, gets under-
way in fine style with
the first official re-
lease of Beatles’
music on compact
disc.

Between 1963 and 1970
the Beatles issued 12 al-
bums of original material,
and E.M.I. are releasing
them all on C.D. during
1987 in batches of four at a
time. The first four have
recently been released and
the decision has been made
that they will all be in high-
quality mono sound, which
on these early albums was
the way the group origi-
nally intended to release
their work.

The original mono mix-
ing sessions involved the
Beatles themselves and
George Martin (who pro-
duced all the L.P.s),
whereas the stereo mixes
were always done after the
event and were very
rushed, often being done
by the sound engineers. All
the real effort went into the
mono mixes, with stereo
being regarded as of sec-
ondary importance back in
1963 and 1964, with an arti-
ficial stereo sound being
created with vocals left and
instruments right on these
early recordings.

The C.D. sound is amaz-
ingly clean and powerful
and this is particularly evi-
dent on the more acoustic,
ballad tracks. Of these first
four albums the one that
comes across the best is
their third L.P., “A Hard
Day’s Night,” from 1964,
which was the first to fea-
ture solely group composi-
tions. John Lennon made a
greater contribution to this

record than any other with *
outstanding songs like “I’ll -

Be Back,” “If I Fell” and
“I Should Have Known
Better,” all of which sound
superb on C.D.

I have only recently ac-
quired a compact disc
player and am extremely
impressed with the en-
hanced sound quality. The
biggest drawback at the
moment is the prohibitive
cost of the software with
discs costing £12 upwards
as a general rule. This is
mainly because the small
number of factories just
cannot cope with the huge
demand, and this is likely
to be the case for some
time, although new plants
are being constructed.

My first five purchases
on C.D. have been Wham’s
‘““The Final,”” Bronski
Beat’s “Age Of Consent,”
the Communards’ self-ti-
tled album, Aretha Frank-
lin’s ‘“Who’s Zoomin’
Who” and “The Planets-
Suite,” all of which sound
crystal-clear. The pop al-
bums tend to have bonus
tracks and exclusive, ex-
tended remixed tracks on
the C.D. format because 74
minutes of sound can be
fitted on to a single disc.

The best new single this
week is “Stone Love” by
Kool And The Gang which
I picked out as the best of
the uptempo tracks on their
album when reviewing it in
January. Also worth a lis-
ten is “Tonight Tonight To-
night” by Genesis.

L.P. CHART

1 Very Best Of Hot Choc-
olate.

2 Phantom Of The Opera
(Original Cast).

3 The World Won'’t Lis-
ten (Smiths).

4 Graceland (Paul
Simon).

5 Picture Book (Simply
Red).

6 Silk And Steel (5 Star).
7 August (Eric Clapton).
8 Wild Frontier (Gary
Moore).

9 Live Magic (Queen).

- 10 Give, Me The Reason

(Luther Vandross).
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