Record Review

‘‘Brothers. In
Arms”’ by Dire Straits
is currently enjoying
its third spell at the
top of the album chart
having been in the
Top Ten for all 36
weeks since its release
on May 13th last year.

It has now sold nearly
1.5 million in this coun-
try and 10 million world-
wide.

Several people have
asked me why Alison
Moyet’s brilliant “Alf” LP
did not appear in last
week’s list of Top Ten al-
bums of 1985. The answer
is because its sales were
divided between 1984 and
1985, but it still managed to
come 11th.

Suffered

After spending two
weeks at No. 1 “Now-The
Christmas Album”’
dropped to No. 3, and then
down to No. 25 all the way
down to No. 98. This is the
steepest decline ever suf-
fered by a former No. 1 LP.
However, it sold nearly a
million copies in two
months!

Both the Damned and
.the Far Corporation have
recorded cover versions of
Barry Ryan’s superb hit
“Eloise””, (written by his
brother Paul Ryan), which
reached No. 2 in November
1968. In my opinion this
was one of the truly out-
standing songs of the Six-
ties and it should have been
left alone.

The best new 45 of the
week is “The Captain Of
Her Heart”” by a new Swiss
group called Double. Not
far behind though is Star-
ship’s “Sara” and Su Pol-
lard’s ‘“‘Starting Together”,
as used by the BBC for
their theme to “The Mar-
riage”.

Freeway

Paul Hardcastle is back
in business with “Don’t
Waste My Time”, featuring
Carol Kenyon, and this is a
better effort than “Just For
Money” was.

LP’s to look out for are
Cherrelle’s “High Priority”
(on Tabu), and Aretha
Franklin’s “Who’s Zoomin’
Who?” (on Arista). The
latter is produced by
Narada Michael Walden,
apart from two songs which
Aretha produced herself,
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and it features ‘“Freeway

Of Love”, “Sisters Are
Doin’ It For Themselves™
and, of course, the excel-
lent title-track.

LP CHART

1. Brothers In Arms (Dire
Straits).

2. Hunting High and Low
(A-Ha).

3. The Broadway Album
(Barbra Streisand).

$Lali

Record

The pop world has re-
cently lost two influential
stars, Rick Nelson and Phil
Lynott. Nelson made his
name in the late Fifties and
early Sixties with songs like
“Hello Mary Lou” and
“Fools Rush In,” epitomiz-
ing the softer, clean-cut,
country-rock era that fol-
lowed on from the initial
rock 'n’ roll period.

4j World Machine (Level
42).

5. The Dream Of The
Blue Turtles (Sting).

6. Like A Virgin (Ma-
donna).

7. Island Life (Grace
Jones).

8. Now That’s What I Call
Music 6 (Various)

9. Go West.
10. Whitney Houston.

Review

Lynott made his name in
the Seventies as the leader
of the heavy-metal group
Thin Lizzy, who scored
with hits like “Whisky In
The Jar” and “The Boys
Are Back In Town.”

On the subject of rock
casualties, the late Jim
Morrison’s group, The
Doors, can be found on
record shelves again in the
shape of “Best Of The
Doors” released by Elek-
tra. This is a double L.P.
containing the best tracks
from their successful period
between 1967 and 1971. All
18 numbers have been digi-
tally remastered and they
include “Light My Fire,”
“Hello, I Love You,”
“Touch Me” and “Riders
On The Storm” which
represented the peak of
their achievements.

To prove that this col-
umn has no bias towards
any particular type of
music, at the opposite end
of the musical spectrum is a
new album by Joe Loss
called “The Best Of Latin”
(released by EMI). This is a
compilation of the orches-
tra’s best-loved hits with a

Latin flavour. The
highlights include “Tea For
Two,” ‘“Wheels”” and

“Jealousy,” but there are
18 tunes to choose from.

The top-selling music
video this week is Ma-
donna’s “Virgin Tour,”
and the No. 1 single in
America is “That’s What
Friends Are For” .by
Dionne Warwick and
Friends. Their No. 1 L:P.
at present is Barbra
Streisand’s ‘‘Broadway
Album” in a chart where
Bruce Springsteen’s ‘“‘Born
In The U.S.A.” has finally
left the Top Ten.
Finally, an event not t

be missed is this year’s
“Record Industry Awards”
which will be televised on
Monday.

L.B. CHART 3
1. Brothers In Arms (Dire
Straits). .
2. Hunting High And Low
(A-Ha). .
3. The Broadway Album
(Barbra Streisand). b2
4. World Machine (Level
42). ;
5: )Th‘e Dream Of The Blu
Turtles (Sting). 3
6. Island Life (Grace
Jones). )
7. Be Yourself Tonight
(Eurythmics).
8. Like A
donna).

9. Whitney Houston.
10. Go West.
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