Record Review

The best of this
month’s soul album re-
leases is ‘‘Breaking

Away”’ by Jaki Graham
(on EMI). It features
her recent. hits “Set Me
Free’’, “Mated” (in duet
with David Grant) and
the title track.

Of the remaining songs
“Step Right Up”, a pacy
dance number may well be-
come a hit in its own right.
Also worth a listen are the
ballads on Side One —
“Still In Love™” and “Let’s
Get Blue” (in duet with
producer Derek Bramble).
Mr. Bramble is a first-rate
producer who manages to
create a full and distinctive
sound on Ms. Graham’s
records that has a vital feel
to it.

Having waited two and a
half years for a new LP
from the Human League I
am disappointed with
“Crash”. It is by no means
a bad record but the tracks
are all in a similar dance
vein, which is no surprise as
Jimmy Jam and Terry
Lewis are the producers.

The group exhausted
their old ideas and sound so
it was a good idea to bring
in new producers, espe-
cially Jam and Lewis, one
of the leading teams in
1986. However, they

should have opted for a
greater variety of music on
“Crash”. There is one
“purple-patch” on the
album at the end of Side
One starting with the only
slow number which is the
recent chart hit “Human”,
and going into “Jam” and
“Are You Ever Coming
Back”. The production on
these cuts is of a high qual-
ity but it does not impede
the natural flow of the
tuneful melodies or Phil
Oakey’s crystal-clear vo-
cals. The best track on Side
Two is probably the closing
number, “Love Is All That
Matters”.

“Graceland” is proving
to be Paul Simon’s most
successful LP for more than
a decade. He has experi-
mented with “‘township
jive” — the street music of
Soweto, South Africa, by
recording several tracks
with local musicians in
Johannesburg and flying
some of them over to New
York to perform on other
songs. The highlights in-
clude “Diamonds On The
Soles Of Her Shoes”,
“Crazy Love” and the hit
single “You Can Call Me
Al”. While the rest of the
album is not my cup of tea
it is always good to see
something different in the
charts.

Bob Woodhead

- Single of the week is Paul
Hardcastle’s “The Wizard”
which is probably better
known to readers as the
“Top Of The Pops” theme
since the Spring. Also
worth a spin is “In The
Army Now’” which marks a
notable change in musical
direction for Status Quo,
and an appealing change, in
my opinion.

At 10 a.m. on Sunday the
new radio station serving
Portsmouth and Southamp-
ton — Ocean Sound starts
broadcasting. It is Inde-
pendent Radio’s successor
to Radio Victory which
ceased its operations at the
end of June, and can be
found on the same medium
wavelength of 257, but it
will be on 97.5 VHF.

LP CHART

1. Graceland
Simon)

2. Silk and Steel (5 Star)
3. Revenge (Eurythmics)
4. Now That's What I
Call Music 7 (Various)

5. True Blue (Madonna)
6. Break Every Rule
(Tina Turner)

7. Communards

8. Talking With The Tax-
man About Poetry (Billy
Bragg)

9. True Stories (Talking
Heads)
10. Fore (Huey Lewis and
The News)

(Paul

Jaki

Graham,
‘““‘Breaking Away’’ has just been released.

whose new soul album
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Howard

Hewett has released a solo
album entitled “I Commit
“I'm For Real”

The former lead singer
which is available on a 45,

To Love.” He has one of
the smoothest, most pol-
ished voices in the business
and this record is definitely
worth a spin. The best
'songs on side one are the

with Shalamar,

ballad
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“Ain’t

You Had

Enough Love”?

and

Carman’s “Dial My Num-
ber” which was a favourite

worth the outlay as it comes

in a smart folder, which in-
cludes two audio-cassettes

packed full with Buddy’s

on Radio London’s Tony

Blackburn Show but never

ws L.P. CHART

cludes interviews with his

made the national radio

playlist.

best songs. The video

family, his backing group
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