Record Review

The New Year has
begun in positive fash-
ion with a new No. 1
single “West End Girls”’
written and performed
by a new outfit, the Pet
Shop Boys. They are
Chris Lowe and Neil
Tennant who is the third
“New Musical Express”’
journalist to reach No. 1
as a singer, following in
the footsteps of Bob
Geldof and Chrissie
Hynde.

The duo are now busy
working on an album which
is due for Spring release.
The next chart-topper
should be “The Sun Always
Shines on TV” by A-Ha
which sounds mediocre on
first hearing, but really has
a complex feel to it and
becomes more enjoyable
the more that you listen to
it. I tip this group to have
outstanding success this
year.

Wham is the most likely
established group to lead
the way in 1986, already
having a new LP due for
April release, and this is
bound to contain several hit
singles. The group’s biggest
rivals could be Culture
Club whose new album will
Ye issued at the same time.
Their new recordings are
rumoured to be sensational
so it looks as though their
18-month break for song-

writing will pay dividends.

Frankie Goes To Holly-
wood will also return to the
charts but my feeling is that
their success' will be less:
spectacular this time unless
they can produce a differ-
ent type of sound.

Alison Moyet, Human
League and Genesis will be
back, as will Michael Jack-
son with a new LP packed

full with potential hits. The .

Eurythmics will go from
strength to strength but we
shall hear léss this year
from Bruce Springsteen
and Tears For Fears who
will be resting afer hectic
tours. Although King are
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doing well with a new 45
called “Torture” and an LP
“Bitter Sweet” their music
is beginning to sound bor-
ing and they could suffer a
decline in popularity, as
could Jennifer Rush and
the Thompson Twins for
similar reasons. David Cas-
sidy’s recording deal has
been cancelled so he will
disappear from the scene.

The hits will continue
from Madonna but they
will be fewer this year, and
there will be more success
for Whitney Houston. Her
;l(ew 945 “How Will I

now?” is disappointin
but she has recggi(:ed algl
excellent duet with Teddy
Pendergrass entitled “Hold
Me”.

A list of last year’s ten
best selling LP’s will appear
later in the month. Here
are this week’s top sellers:

1. Now That’s What I Call
Music 6 (Various)

2. Brothers In Arms (Dire
Straits)

3. Like A Virgin (Ma-
donna)

4. Hits 3 (Various)

5. Spandau Ballet’s Singles ;

Collection

6. Promise (Sade)

7. World Machine (Level
42)

8. Greatest Hits of 1985
(Various)

9. Island Life (Grace
Jones)

10. Songs From The Big
Chair (Tears For Fears)

—

Local heavy metal band
Armageddon were formed
in the summer of 1984 and
were’ runners-up in that
year’s Streatbeat contest.
However, in 1985 they lost
two members of the group
and subsequently, although
still writing and recording,
they have been forced to
keep a low profile for quite
some time. ;

They are now back to full
strength and the current
line-up is: Pete Agate (gui-
tar, vocals), Colin Major
(guitar, vocals), Ian Bal-
canquall (bass, vocals), and
Chris Height (percussion,
vocals). Armageddon will
be playing tomorrow night
at The Shoulder of Mutton
and Cucumber at Yapton;
admission is free.

Pop / rock band 80 in
the Shade, who have had.a
residency at the Good-
wood Park Hotel, will be
playing their last gig there
tonight. Their plans for the
immediate future include
recording a demo and gigs
further afield.

The band, however,
needs a drummer, having
made do with a drum ma-
chine until now. Anyone
interested should contact
C. West on Emsworth
378151 daytimes or Z.
Tremmel on ' Chichester
784119 evenings.

Wet Wet Wet are playing
at Brighton’s Zap Club to-
night and tomorrow. Ex-
plorer will be appearing at
Southsea Rock gardens
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Sire Records have taken
the gamble of re-releasing
Madonna’s third single en-
titled “Borderline.” It was
first issued in May, 1984,
and was the follow-up to
the Top Twenty hits ‘“Holi-
day” and “Lucky Star,” but
it only reached No. 56 so
was her least successful
record to date.

However, it is a song
with a difference and it
should be far better this
time, but her run of eight
successive Top Tenners
could come to an end.

The Pet Shop Boys have
released a new 12in. remix
of “West End Girls.” Neil
Tennant (31) and Chris
Lowe (29), have called it
“The Shep Pettibone Mast-
ermix”’ and it runs for more
than eight minutes.

The best new 45 this
week is Diana Ross’s
“Chain Reaction” written
and produced by the Bee
Gees. It has a powerful
beat, reminiscent of the
Motown sound and has an
“urgent” feel to it which
comes across most effec-
tively. Also chartbound are
Yarbrough And People
with “Guilty” and Sade
with “Is It A Crime” taken
from her “Promise” album
which was the 17th best
seller of last year. Her “Di-
amond Life” (released in
1984) came 19th.

Already in this week’s

Top Forty is ‘“Phantom of
the Opera” by Sarah
Brightman and Steve Har-
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ley, which comes from An-
drew Lloyd Webber’s
forthcoming musical of the-
same name. The lyrics are:
by Richard Stilgoe and
Mike Batt who also helped’
Lloyd Webber to produce
the disc. Ken Russell has
directed a stunning video
film, so with such a strong:
team working on the
project this excellent song:
can hardly fail to reach t|
Top Ten.

In the Top Ten best sell-.
ing singles of last year sur-|
veyed right up to Decem-.
ber 31, A-Ha’s “Take Oh
Me” fell from No. 8 to Ne.’
9 swapping places with
Feargal Sharkey’s “‘A:
Good Heart.” Otherwise'
the list published a fort-
night ago is accurate.
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Here are the Top Ten

L.P.’s of 1985:
1 Brothers In Arms (Dire

Straits). -

2 No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins).

3 Like A Virgin (Ma-
donna).

4 Born In The U.S.A.
(Bruce Springsteen).

5 -Songs From The Big
Chair (Tears For Fears).

6 Now That’s What I
Call Music 6 (Various).

7 Now — The Christ-
mas Album (Various).

8 Now That’s What I
Call Music 5 (Various).

9 Hits 2 (Various).

10 The Secret Of Associ-
ation (Paul Young).
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