by Bob Woodhead

Record Review

between January 1955 and

Tony Jasper in associa-
tion with Music Week has

compiled the useful new

Big Country are one of
the best rock bands to em-

Record Review

The most successful pop
group since the Beatles
bring down the curtain on
their career with a double-
album of hits called “The
Final.”” I am of course, re-
ferring to Wham! If you
doubt that statistic then it
suffices to say that ten out
of the 15 tracks here
reached the summit on the
Network Chart and eight of
them hit the jackpot on the
B.B.C. Chart.

The collection opens
with “Wham Rap” which
signalled the start of their
career in June 1982 al-
though it did not chart until
1983 after the success of

gures

is the second edition of
“The Guinness Book Of
British Hit Albums™ with
all the facts and fi

December 1985. Also new
from 1958-85.

LP CHART

1 True Blue (Madonna)
2 The Seer (Big Country)

Javelin
3 Revenge (Eurythmics)

“The Top Twenty Book”
(£3.95) which lists the top
20 singles for every week

published by

released

their third LP entitled “The
pleasant

The title song has an
a

Irish-jig tempo to it while
“Eiledon” is a slower affair

and makes

erge in the Eighties and
change.

‘Seer”. It features their two
-recent hits “Look Away”

they have just
and “The Teacher”.

4 Invisible Touch (Genesis)
5 A Kind of Magic (Queen)

On side’two “One Great
“Thing” with its chanting

“Young Guns” during the
run up to Christmas 1982.
George Michael’s two solo
chart-toppers “Careless
Whisper” and ““A Different
Corner” are included, and
although George wrote
nearly all the songs on his
own Andrew Ridgeley
helped out on ‘“Careless
Whisper” which was their
biggest selling single. Their
other million-seller in this
country ‘Last Christmas”
coupled with “Everything
She Wants” is included (in
its 12-inch ‘“Pudding” Mix
with the la-la chorus), and
there is also a track called
‘“Blue (Armed With
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around the clubs are Total

Love)” which has never
appeared on a Wham
album.

Full marks to Epic, firstly
for placing the songs in the
order that they were re-
leased, secondly for includ-
ing many of them in their
12-inch remixed versions.

From a group making its
exit to one making a grand
entrance with their debut
LP “London 0 Hull 4,” the
Housemartins. This is a
promising starter album
from these Humbersiders
that I would describe as a
“happy” version of the
Smiths!

Side One features the re-
cent hit “Happy Hour” as
well as ‘“Flag Day,” a
slower, throughful number,
and “Sitting On A Fence”
with its heavy guitar-
chords. On Side Two
“Freedom” has borrowed a
few riffs from the rock ’n’
roll hit “Bread And But-
ter” by the Newbeats, but
“Think For A Minute” is
an outstanding song and
will surely give them a mas-
sive hit.

Single of the week is
“Fight For Ourselves” by
Spandau Ballet who have
ended an 18-month silence
by signing to CBS. One of
the most promising new
signings of 1986 is Chris
Sutton from Essex, who has
joined Polydor and re-
leased “Don’t Get Me
Wrong,” a mid-tempo soul
sound in the Smokey Rob-
inson mould. Also worth a
spin is “We Don’t Have
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by Bob Woodhead

crisp floor-fillers like ‘“Hit

To” by Jermaine Stewart,
produced by Narada Mi-

- chael Walden who has al-

ready masterminded hits
for Whitney Houston and
Aretha Franklin this year.

LP CHART

1. True Blue (Madonna).
2. The Final (Wham).

3. Revenge (Eurythmics).
4. A Kind Of Magic
(Queen). '
5. Every Beat Of My Heart
(Rod Stewart).

6. Invisible Touch (Gene-
sis).

7. Now — The Summer
Album (Various).

8. Back In The High Life
(Steve Winwood).

9. The Seer (Big Country).

10. London 0 Hull 4
(Housemartins). }
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compilation “The Pick Of
The Undertones”. This LP

gives you the hits “‘Jimmy

Perfect
“Teenage

“My

and

Jimmy”’,

Cousin”

Y

Kicks” which was a great

favourite on John Peel’s
radio show back in 1978.



