Record Review

The 18-month wait for
Philip Bailey’s follow-up
to the ‘“Chinese Wall”
album has been well
worthwhile. Hot on the
heels of his new single,

“State Of The Heart”, °

C.B.S. have released
the L.P. “Inside Out”.

It is produced by one of
the all-time greats, Nile
Rodgers, who has done an
even better job than Phil
Collins did on the last
record.

exception of the single,
which is not one of the
strongest numbers on the
set.

The album contains a
good mixture of
smooth ballads and faster,
dance cuts, The whole
mood here is balanced out
much better than it was on
“Chinese Wall.”

My favourite part of the
L.P. is the end of side one.
“Long Distance Love”
suits Bailey’s voice per-
fectly, going into ‘“‘Echo My

silky,

returns - to the slower
sound. =

On side two, “Back It
Up” has borrowed a few
ideas from ‘‘Easy Lover”
and ‘““Take This With You”
is a disappointing attempt
at hip hop, but the remain-
ing three songs say every-
thing about this man’s tal-
ent.

By coincidence, K-Tel
have issued a double-album
featuring the 24 most suc-
cessful tracks by Earth
Wind And Fire from 1975
to 1982, called “The Col-

cals with the group’s
leader, Maurice White.
Regular readers will proba-
bly have gathered that
E.W.F. are one of my fa-
vourite groups, so any com-
ment I make here will be
more than a little biased.
Record-buyers seem to
agree with me, because the
album. has smashed its way
to No. 5 in the charts.

It is difficult to select fa-
vourites from such an out-
standing package, but the
best numbers are not al-

Bob Woodhea

With Me” and “That’s The
Way Of The World” are
good illustrations of this
point. The only omission of
note is ‘“‘Reasons” . . . one
of E.W.F.’s classic love
songs.

The Pet Shop Boys are
re-releasing last summer’s
“Opportunities” (as pre-
dicted in this column seven
weeks ago), and tomorrow
the re-recorded ‘‘Every-
body Wants To RUN The
World” by Tears For Fears
will be in the shops. The

L.P. CHART

. 1 Street Life (Bryan Ferry
and Roxy Music).

2 Love Zone (Billyl
Ocean). 3

3 Whitney Houston. ‘

4 Brothers In Arms (Dire
Straits).

5 The Earth Wind And
Fire Collection.

6 Shalamar — The Great-
est Hits.

7 Hits 4 (Various).

8 Home And Abroad

- (Style Council).

9 Oncer Upon A Time

setto style, with the notable

Bailey sings most of the

ten songs in his soulful, fal-  chart

Record Review

Albums by soul artists havé, with
a few notable exceptions, never
done very well in chart terms. It
is therefore a great pleasure to see
the fabulous self-titled LP by
Princess doing so well.

If this record is anything to go by I
think we will be hearing a lot from
this lady in the coming years. She has
already treated us to three of the
funkiest dance sounds of the last
twelve months, namely “Say I’'m
Your Number One,” ¢After The
Love Has Gone’’ and “I’ll Keep On
Loving You,”’ and these are all fea-
tured on the album.

Heart”’, which sounds like
material,
“Don’t Leave Me Baby”

" lection”. 5
Bailey was, of course,
jointly responsible for vo-

while

Also included is a song called ‘“Tell Me
Tomorrow’’ which is used in the new
David Putnam movie ‘‘Knights and Emer-
alds,”’ and I am told that this will proba-
bly be the next single release.

All eight cuts are in an up-tempo, disco
vein, but unlike many similar albums you
will not get bored listening to this one.
However, I would be interested to hear
Princess handling a slower number. Her
abilities go beyond singing, as she also
wrote the closing track entitled ‘“Just A
Teaze.”” ?

The S.0.S. Band are also high in the
charts with their new ‘“‘Sands Of Time’’
album (on the Tabu label). Like the
Princess record all the tracks are up-
tempo, dance sounds, but they are not

ways the most successful in
chart
Enough”, “Fall In Love

word

terms. “I've Had

quite as strong on melody. Nevertheless,
those of you who like this type of funk will
not tire of listening to this collection. ‘“The
Finest’’ (included here) has been the most
successful disc on the dance chart so far
this year, and much of the LP follows the
same pattern.

“Borrowed Love” (on Side One) will
soon be in the shops as a 45 release. This
song has an appropriate title because it
has ‘‘borrowed’’ more than a few riffs
from their 1984 hit ‘“‘Just Be Good To
Me.”” Most of the album has been pro-
duced by the successtul Jimmy Jam/Terry
Lewis team who are really setting the pace
on the dance floors this year, having
already produced ‘‘Saturday Love” by
Cherrelle and ‘“What Have You Done For

“rule”
changed to “ru
its will go to Sport Aid.

n” and prof-

(Simple Minds).
10 World Machine (Level
42). s

has been
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Me Lately’’ by Janet Jackson to name just
two.

Twelve-inch single of the week is the !
new gospe
Harold Melvin And The Bluenotes. The
“B” side features a great instrumental
version that is well worth hearing. Also
worth a spin is Heaven Seventeen’s collab-
oration with Jimmy Ruffin on ‘““The Fool-
ish Thing To Do’’ and Sandie Shaw’s new
45 ““Are You Ready To Be Heartbro-
ken?’’ This again has a high quality “B”’
side entitled ‘‘Steven (You Don’t Eat
Me).”

On Monday Wham released their final
record which is a double seven-inch single
. « . the main track being ‘““The Edge Of
Heaven.”” Needless to say, it will almost

arrangement of ‘“‘Prayin’>’ by |

With snooker now well
established as television’s
number one sport it is
amazing to think that it has
taken until now for a
snooker record to hit the
charts.

It is, of course, ‘‘Smooker
Loopy” by Chas and Dave with
the Matchroom Mob, and I
have to admit to liking it. Bet-
ter still though is Jed Ford’s
“Boss of the Black” which is
sung in country style and stands
up better as a song without
video-backing.

Champion

The new champion Joe
Johnson is a part-time singer
with Preston band Made In
Japan and when their debut
single is released he can be
heard on the “B” side which is
“Everlasting Love.”

Despite the success of
snooker you cannot keep foot-
ballers away from the studios!
Being a fan of double-winners
Live: 1 F.C. I have to men-
tion their new picture-disc *Sit-
ting On Top Of The World,”
which needless to say, is more

(of a souvenir than a musical

masterpiece!

The best new 45 this week is
‘““If You Leave,” a catchy num-
ber by the consistent electro-
hitmakers OMD who are doing
well in the States. New on the
album-racks is ‘‘Control” by
' Michael: Jackson’s younger sis-
ter Janet; For those who liked
her hit single “What Have You
Done For. Me Lately” (in-
cluded here) you will also enjoy
this L.P. My only adverse com-
ment is that all the songs on
Side One are performed in this

same dance rhythm. Side Two
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is much stronger: “The Plea-
sure Principle” opens with a
different type of uptempo feel
to it, and “He Doesn’t Know
I'm Alive”. will-have you sing-
ing along. Closing the album
are two classy ballads called
“Let’s = Wait Awhile” and
“Funny How Time Flies”
which are worth listening to.
Glancing at the American
charts I am delighted to see
that my favourite record of the
year so far, “West End Girls”
by the Pet Shop Boys has made
it all the way to the top as it did
in this country back in January.
The most entertaining Euro-
vision' Song Contest for many




