Shortly to be released by
CBS is the USA For Africa
compilation-album. As
profits are going to the
African Famine Appeal,
this week’s column is
devoted to a track-by-track
review of the record.

The LP is called “We
Are The World”, and, not
surprisingly, kicks off with
the title track. This is the
seven-minute extended-
mix of the No. 1 hit single,
and is easily the strongest
song in the package. Re-
markably the song was in
the Top Ten of every
major record-buying coun-
try simultaneously.

Next up is Steve Perry
(singer with Journey). His
“If Only For The Moment
Girl” is a typical piece of
Eighties’ U.S. Adult-
Oriented Rock, and, it has
to be said, the weakest
track on the set. The

As it is Bank Holiday
here is 'an update. of
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Britain’s Top Ten best-
selling singles of all-time
(in place of the normal LP
Chart).

1. Do They Know It’s
Christmas? (Band Aid,
1984, 3.3 million).

2. Mull of Kintyfe
(Wings, 1977, 2.2m)).
3. Rivers Of Babylén /
Brown Girl In The
Ring (Boney M, 1978,
1.99m.

4. You're The One That
I Want (Travolta /
Newton John, 1978,
1.9m.). :

5. Relax (Frankie Goes
To Hollywood, 1984,
1.9m.).

6. I Just Called To Say I
Love You (Stevie
Wonder, 1984, 1.65m.).

7. She Loves You
(Beatles, 1963, 1.6Sm;)

8. Two Tribes (Frankie
Goes To Hollywood,
1984, 1.6m.).

9. I Want To Hold Your
Hand (Beatles, 1963,
1.6m.). - 2

10. Mary’s Boy Child
(Boney M, 1978,
1.6m.). i
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" Pointer Sisters tollowpc‘m
with ‘‘Just A 'Little

 Closer”, which is better

than any of their rather
banal 1984 or 1985 singles.

Closing Side 1 is a “live”
recording of “Trapped” by
Bruce Springsteen. The
slow verse building into a
rocking, crescendo chorus,
really grows on you after a
few hearings, and Bruce is
surely the most improved
of America’s singers of the
Seventies.

Side 2 opens with “Tears
Are Not Enough” recor-
ded by the Canadian All-
Stars, who call themselves
Northern Lights. Featured
vocalists include Bryan
Adams, Gordon Lightfoot,
Anne Murray, Joni Mit-
chell and Neil Young.
After ‘“We Are The
World” this is the strongest
cut . . . a catchy, singalong
number, including one
verse sung in French.

Popular '

Prince takes over with
““4 Tears In Your Eyes’; a
slow track, barely recog-
nizable as the man himself,
but sung with a lot of soul.
On “Good For Nothing”,
Chicago get funky, and get
soulful with it. This is.the
surprise track for me, be-
cause their recent work has
been hungover from .the
Seventies, and hence
rather boring. Tina Turner
is definitely in “Total Con-
trol’’ on her slow seng
which she puts. across in
powerful fashion. It has a
strong back-beat, but un-
fortunately, lacks melodic
variety. 0

Kenny Rogers provides
the penultimate song, ‘““A
Little More Love”, .by
delving straight into pep,
moving away from  his
usual country-style. Huey
Lewis wraps up the show
with a sax-based number
entitled “Trouble in Para-
dise”, He’s always been
more popular in the U.S.
than here, but if you like
his music you will like this.

My one criticism is that
you have to look at the
actual disc to find the
running-order of the tracks
... they are only listed
alphabetically on the
sleeve. Unfortunately,
several record-companies
are guilty of this annoying
habit.
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Simple Minds have
recently enjoyed their first
American No. 1 hit with
“Don’t You (Forget About
Me),” which unfortunately
only reached No. 7 in
Britain.

Together with Big Coun-
try’s ‘“Just a Shadow” and
Tears for Fears’ “Every-
body; . Wantsii. .:) the
Simple Minds’ record must
surely be the best rock
song of 1985 so far. The
“la, la” chorus at the end
must be hummed in traffic-
jams all over the country.

Marc Almond (formerly
of Soft Cell), who appears
on Bronski Beat’s “I Feel
Love,” is hotly tipped to
take over as their singer,
following the departure of
Jimi Somerville who has
teamed up with Richard
Coles to form a group
called Body Politic.

Marc’s deep, searching
voice makes quite a con-
trast with Jimi’s remark-
able falsetto, with which he
reaches a top ‘A’ note on
the current hit . . . a voice
that would give many
operatic - sopranos a run
for their money! Bronski’s
record company stress that
other vocalists are audi-
tioning for Jim’s job, so
Marc is not a certainty.

Single-of-the-week by a
long way is “Sweet 2th”
(on Anagram) by the
Sweet. It is an even better
compilation than their last
one, and you get two
Megamixes for the price of
one. On Side 1 there’s
‘“Wigwam Bam,” ‘Little
Willy,”” and ‘‘Funny
Funny,” and on Side 2
{§The =Sixteemsy Ul ‘Lost
Angels” and “Action.”

The remixing of these
70s hits ih a disco-style
makes them better than
the originals and for me
this is the party single of
the year. The 12-inch
features extra clips.

Qn thev:subject of
remixes, John Luongo has

given the treatment. to the

1978 disco-smash ‘‘Boogie
Oogie Oogie” by A Taste
of Honey, which should do
well once again. Other new
45s include ‘‘Paisley Park”
by Prince, ‘“Loving The
Alien” by David Bowie,
and “It Ain’t Fair,” a fine,
comeback single for
43-year-old Edwin Starr.

Album-of-the-week is
New Order’s “Low Life.”
It is their third LP, and it
contains eight new tracks
including their exquisite
new single ‘““The Perfect
Kiss.” The promise they
showed on ‘“Blue Mon-
day,” one of the anthems
of 1983, has come to fru-
ition, and they have built
on their earlier ideas to
produce a pop-based,
dance sound.

The album is definitely
the flavour of ’85 with all
the usual ingredients . .
harsh synthesizers,
thumping guitar-riffs, and
a touch of Hi-NRG. I'll be
very surprised if two or
three hit singles aren’t
pulled from this package,
like the energetic ‘“Face
Up,” or the guitar-based
“Sunrise.”

: Finally this week,
apologies for an error two
weeks ago when I said
“Youthquake” is Dead or
Alive’s debut LP. They
did, in fact, release an
unsuccessful album in
1984.

i LP CHART

1. Brothers in Arms
(Dire Straits)

2. Out Now (Various)

3. Hits 2 (Various)

4. No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins)

5. Songs From The Big
Chair (Tears For Fears)

6. Be Yourself Tonight
(The Eurythmics)

7. Low Life (New Order)

8. Best Of The 20th Cen-
tury Boy (Marc Bolan and

T.Rex)
9. Youthquake (Dead Or
Alive) ¥

10. The Best of Elvis "
Costello



