Record review

Philip Bailey has been
enjoying his  first British
No. 1 hit “Easy Lover,” a
song jointly written and
performed with Phil
Collins. ;

It is Collins’ second
chart topper, following in
the footsteps of ‘““You
“Can’t Hurry Love,” but
Bailey’s previous highest
placing was No. 3 with the
Earth Wind and Fire hits,
‘“‘September” and “Let’s
Groove.”

B.B.C. Radio One have
offered Gallup £70,000 if
they can provide them with
a more up to date chart.
At present the survey is
based on sales between
Monday and Saturday, so
by the time the Top 40 is
broadcast on Sunday after-
noons it is eight days old.

The rival independent
radio chart broadcast at
the same time is only three
days old, having been
compiled from sales up to
Thursday, and the B.B.C.
are anxious not to lose
listeners.

Nevertheless, the

B.B.C. chart still appears
to be the most accurate,
with discs moving up and
down"' more consistently,
and it is the one that most
reference books rely upon.

“We Are the World” by
U.S.A. for Africa is to be
released in this country on
Monday, but its chances of
reaching No. 1 now look
remote as three of the

‘leading retailers are refus-
ing to stock it, meaning
that it will be virtually
unobtainable in this area.

It is estimated that sales
will only reach 25 per cent.
of their potential due to
this ban.

Foreigner follow up their
No. 1 hit with a re-mixed
track from their ‘“Agent
Provocateur” L.P., called
“That Was Yesterday” . . .
another powerful, dramatic

song that should do well.
The 12in. format includes
an orchestral version of the
song.

Other new singles in-
clude the Flying Pickets’
rendition of the Roy
Orbison No. 1, “Only The
Lonely” (on 10 records),
and Ami Stewart’s ‘“That
Loving Feeling’’ (on
RCA), a relaxing ballad
that’s even better than her
last one.

The Power Station, who
took their name from the
famous New York studio,
have released their debut
album this week, simply
called ‘“Power Station,”
but L.P. of the week is Bill
Sharpe’s “Famous People”
(on Polydor POLH 20).

He is best known for his
work as Shakatak’s key-
board player, and this
record sounds very similar
to the L.P.s he made with
them, which is hardly sur-
prising as he is their main
songwriter and inspiration.

Having listened to the
instrumental cuts, it is easy
to imagine Sharpe becom-
ing a major force in film
and television music. The
title track is to be released
as a single tomorrow.

L.P. CHART

1 No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins).

2 Dream Into Action
(Howard Jones).

3 Alf (Alison Moyet).

4 Songs From TFhe Big
Chair (Tears for Fears).

5 Born in the U.S.A.
(Bruce Springsteen).

6 Private Dancer (Tina
Turner).

NIGHTCLUB
CHART

1 You Spin Me Round
(Dead or Alive).

2 Shaft (Eddy and the
Soulband).

3 Who Comes to Boogie
(Little Benny and the
Masters).

4 Easy Lover (Philip
Bailey and Phil
Collins).

5 Sold (Ashford and
Simpson).

6 Personality (Eugene
Wilde).

Bob Woodhead

Further to my remarks
last week about the U.S.A.
for Africa record not being
available in three of the
‘major record chains, I now
understand that negotia-
tions are taking place with
a view to the retailers
being awarded a percent-
age of the profits, and also
guarantees of no losses
incurred for unsold discs.

While realising that re-
tailers are not in the busi-
ness for charity, I still find
their attitude surprising
because in December,
1984, when the British
Band-Aid disc was in the
shops, sales of all records
were up 49 per cent on
those of December, 1983.

The Jacksons release
their fourth single from
their Summer 1984 album,
“Victory,” entitled ‘“Wait”
(on Epic) . .. not one of
the best tracks from that
L.P. A.B.C. on the other
hand, are back with their
best release since their
1982 heyday, called “Be
Neeawz s Meei’st: (ovn
Phonogram), written and
produced by Martin Fry
and Mark White.

The hard-working Phil
Collins has released “One
More Night,” a track from
his No. 1 L.P., as a single
(on Virgin). Having
reached the summit in
America last week, it
would be no surprise if the
same happens in Britain.

The major album release
of the week is. Paul
Young’s “The Secret of
Association” (on C.B.S.
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26234). Following up “No |
Parlez” (the second best
seller of 1983 behind
Michael Jackson’s
“Thriller’’), was always
going to be difficult, and
that is the way it has
turned out.

With his massive follow-
ing, the L.P. will un-
doubtedly sell well and
reach No. 1, but I think
many listeners will be dis-
appointed. Paul’s powerful
vocals do at least make up
for some of the uninspired
songs, and there should be
more to come from this
talented performer.

L.P. Chart

1. No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins).

2. Dream Into Action
(Howard Jones).

3. Songs from The Big
Chair (Tears for Fears).
4. Alf (Alison Moyet).

5. Andrew Lloyd Webber
Requiem (Various).

6. Born In The U.S.A.
(Bruce Springsteen).

Nightclub Chart

1. You Spin Me Round
(Dead Or Alive).
2. Easy Lover (Philip
Bailey and Phil Collins).
3. Kiss Me (Stephen
‘Tintin’ Duffy).
4. Who Comes to Boogie
(Little Benny).
5. Shaft (Eddy and The
Soulband).
6. Solid (Ashford and
Simpson).

Bob Woodhead



