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The most unexpected hit
single of the summer has
been Billy Idol's “White
Wedding”, which is sadly
slipping down the chart
after deservedly reaching
number six.

Billy was lead singer with
Generation X, one of the
leading punk groups of the
late-Seventies, but more re-
cently he has been enjoying
solo success in America
with songs like “Eyes With-
out A Face”.

Racing up the charts
however, are King with
their third hit ““Alone With-
out You”, and this could
well go one better than
“Love And Pride” which
reached number two in
February. The song makes
an impression on first hear-
ing and has a great, singa-
long feel to it. Similarly,
Lisa Lisa, Cult Jam and
Full Force (who are all one
group), should be high in
the Top Ten by the time
you read this, with “I Won-
der If I Take You Home”’.

As far as brand new sin-
gles go, the ‘pick of the
week has to be Dream
Academy’s “The Love Pa-
rade”. Their first hit “Life
In A Northern Town” had
a folk feel to it, but this
follow-up has a mid-tempo
dance style, fronted by a
powerful vocal perform-
ance. You may recall my
prediction in~ June that
“Don’t Stop The Dance”
was likely to be Bryan
Ferry’s next 45 to be taken
from the “Boys And Girls”
album, and I am pleased to
say that it has come true.
This is Mr. Ferry at his
most polished and he
should find a high chart-
placing waiting for him.

Earth, Wind And Fire’s
leader, Maurice White has
brought out a solo-single in
the wake of Philip Bailey’s
success. It is a cover version
of the Ben E. King number
“Stand By Me”. On Tues-
day Kaja, who were for-
merly known as Kajagoo-
goo released ‘‘Shouldn’t
Do That” ... their first
record under the new name
and new image as a trio. An
LP called “Crazy People’s
Right To Speak’” will be on
sale from September 30.

The Manhattan Transfer
are back in business again,
with a new jazz album enti-

tled “Vocalese.” Th title
refers to using the human
voice virtually as an instru-
ment, creating vocal in-
terpretations of classic jazz
solos. The quartet spent
eight months in rehearsal, a
month on the road, and
then a whole year in the
studio before perfecting
this set of songs.

The instrumental support
is provided by some of the
greatest names in the field
of jazz, including Dizzy
Gillespie, Richard Cole,
the Four Freshmen and the
Count Basie Orchestra.
The best track is “To
You.”

LP CHART

1 Now That’s What I Call

Music 5 (Various).

2 Like A Virgin (Ma-
donna).

3 Brothers In
(Dire Straits).

4 No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins).

5 Born In The U.S.A.
(Bruce Springsteen)

6 Madonna (Ma-
donna).

7 Songs From The Big
Chair (Tears For Fears).

8 Be Yourself Tonight
(Eurythmics)

9 The Kenny Rogers
Story. :

10 The
Fire (U2).
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Unforgettable

Over the years the
pop charts have been
littered with coinci-
dences, and the latest of
these occurred last
week, when UB40 with
Chrissie Hynde reached
No. 1 with “I Got You
Babe.” The original ver-
sion by Sonny and Cher
was No. 1 exactly 20
years ago, getting there
on August 26, 1965.
That version was pro-
duced by Sonny Bono,
who also wrote the song.

The best bargain single in
the charts at present is
Amii Stewart’s “Knock On
Wood”/*‘Light My Fire.”
Both tracks are remixed
versions of her 1979 disco
hits . . . the former was No.
6 that spring, and the latter
was No. 5 in the summer.

There are some fine new
singles available this week,
and top of the list is Bob
Dylan’s “When The Night
Comes Falling From The
Sky” on which the great
man goes Hi-NRG, no less!
The song is far and away
the best track on his ‘““Em-
pire Burlesque” album,
which came out in June.

Not far behind Dylan
comes Stevie Wonder's lat-
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est effort entitled ‘‘Part
Time Lover”, and this cer-
tainly sounds like a poten-
tial chart-topper. It is taken
from his forthcoming
album “In Square Circle”,
which should be in the
shops by the middle of this
month.

Other new 45’s including
Midge Ure’s “If I Was”,
Mick Jagger and David
Bowie’s “Dancing In The
Street’” (from ‘“Live Aid”
day), and Stephen A. J.
Duffy’s “‘Unkiss That
Kiss”. Stephen has now
dropped “Tin Tin"" from his
name and replaced it with
his real initials.

E.M.I. are re-releasing
and re-activating 56 former
hit albums at a reduced
price, under the banner
“Price Attack!” I have se-
lected two of these to lock
at closely, as they represent
very good value for money.
Firstly there is Hot Choco-
late’s “XIV Greatest Hits”
containing their first 14
hits, recorded between
1970 and 1976. Six of these
were Top Tenners . . . the
best being ‘‘Brother
Louie”, “Emma’ and “A
Child’s Prayer””. Of course
since 1976 they have en
joyed a further six Top Te:
hits, including a No. 1, anc

they are the only group to
have had a chart hit in
every calendar year since
1970.

Secondly there is CIliff
Richard’s ‘‘Wired For
Sound”, which spent 25
weeks in the L.P. chart
reaching No. 4, after its
initial release in Septem-
ber, 1981. There -are 11
tracks including, of course,
the hit title song and also
“Daddy’s Home” (pro-
duced by CIiff himself).
Alan Tarney produced the
remainder of the album and
‘played most of the instru-
ments. He also backed up
Cliff on the vocals.

The most interesting
number is ‘“Young Love,”
which is the original mel-
ody to David Cassidy’s re-
cent' hit “The Last Kiss”,
set to different lyrics. Inci-
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dentally, Cliff has a brand
new single in the shops,

called “She’s So Beauti-

ful.”
L.P. CHART

1. Now That’s What I Call
Music 5 (Various).

2. Like A Virgin (Ma-
donna).

3. Brothers
(Dire Straits).

4. No Jacket Required
(Phil Collins).

5. Born In The USA
(Bruce Springsteen).

6. Madonna.

7. Songs From The Big
Chair (Tears For Fears).

8. Be Yourself Tonight
(Eurythmics).

The Kenny Rogers

Story. £

10. Private Dancer (Tina
Turner).
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